
                                                         

Before diving into the discussion, spend some time hanging out and catching up with your 
group. Focus on their personal lives and casually talk about what’s going on in their world!

ROMANS 12:17-19  
REL ATIONSHIPS ARE BUILT ON FORGIVENESS AND PEACE

Goal of Small Group: Help students understand that relationships for followers of Jesus need to be 
built on forgiveness and peace. Make it clear that our role is NEVER to play the judge in our 
relationships, we need to leave that to God. Guide discussion towards unpacking how relationships 
would look if we: withheld judgment, chose to forgive, and pursued peace above all else. 

DISCUSS 

1. Who would you say you have the closest/best relationship with? 
• What makes that relationship so strong? 
• Have you ever had to forgive each other for anything? Explain… 

2. How would you describe a typical relationship in our culture? Is it healthy? 
• Why do you think there are so many broken relationships in our world? Why so much hatred?  
• What makes pursuing peace in relationships so difficult? 

Read Romans 12:9-21 
3. Which verses have to do with relationships? (list them together)  

• Why do you think relationships with others are so important in the life of a Christian? 
• How come we can’t just focus on our relationship with God and forget others? 

Read Luke 6:32-27 
4. What kind of people are we called to have forgiving relationships with? (ALL people)  

• Why do you think God is asking us to love/forgive even our enemies? (v. 35-36) 
• Why does God say that we need to forgive in order to be forgiven? (v. 37 & Matt. 6:14-15) 
• Why is it important that God alone judges? (James 4:12) 

Read 2 Corinthians 13:11 
5. What seems to be the focus of Paul’s final words to the Corinthians? 

• How well would you say Christians do at “living in peace"? 
• What are some things that need to change in order for Christians to be more peaceful? 
• How would relationships become better if peace was ALWAYS the goal?  

6. What’s the biggest thing you’ve learned about how to have Godly relationships from tonight? 

CHALLENGE/APPLICATION … 

• How will you pray differently after tonight’s message? What specifically will you pray about?  
• What passage/verse will you rely on or memorize to help you seek peace in relationships? 
• What is one action step you will take right away to be more forgiving in your relationships? 

Take time to pray for one another. 

  

SMALL GROUP LEADER GUIDE 
THIS IS LIFE 

EMPOWERING TEENAGERS TO DEVELOP AN AUTHENTIC RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS


