
SUMMER MISSION TRIP 2018  
Laurel Ridge Camp 

August 6th-10th 



WHAT’S THE VISION?  

This will be our fourth year partnering with the North Carolina Baptist Children’s 
Homes. There are several homes across our state with anywhere from 5 to 25 kids/
teenagers who have been rescued from dangerous situations in their own homes. 
When considering how significant Summer Camp is for our students, we decided it 
was time to give that same spiritual experience to those who wouldn’t otherwise 
have that opportunity. Scotts Hill Baptist Church has built an on-going partnership 
with NCBCH through the years and our students have done an incredible job joining 
in and catching the mission for ministry. Our staff and leaders have been amazed at 
how well our students have served our past summer mission trips and how well they 
connect with the kids. We are more than confident in their ability to host another 
summer camp experience for the NCBCH children. This year’s Summer Mission Trip/
Mountain Camp experience will be at Laurel Ridge Camp in Laurel Springs, NC. If 
you’d like to learn more about this location, you can visit their website: http://
www.laurelridge.org/  

WHAT ARE WE DOING?  

Following in the general format of a camp or DNOW experience, we are hoping to 
accomplish a number of things with our programming and scheduling:  

First, we would like to present the Gospel in a way that is comprehensive to a broad 
audience of both children and teenagers. Our goal is to do this in a way that engages 
not only the heart and mind, but also the imagination.  

Second, we want to provide a location where each group of children and staff can 
escape from the normality of their everyday environments. It is our desire to create a 
retreat, of sorts, for each individual that participates.  

Third, we want to pour into relationships with the children so that they can know that 
there is a family who cares about them and loves them. We also want to develop 
relationships with the staff and encourage them in their roles at each of the homes.  

5 COMMITMENTS  

As is with any major trip, mission trips take great commitment from students and 
leaders alike. However, commitments have different elements and we believe that 
mission trips cover several different levels of commitment.  

1) Commitment to God : When committing to a mission trip, one commits to God in 
prayer and preparation. Mission trips are often thought of as solely impacting those 
reached. However, what every short-term missionary will learn is that every mission 
trip makes a great impact on the missionary as well. Therefore, the individual makes a 
commitment not only to pray for those he or she will impact, but also for themselves. 
The prophet Isaiah exclaims in Isaiah 6:8 “Here I am, send me!” Missionaries can 
follow His incredible example of a servant’s heart, willing to complete whatever God 
has called him to do. Remember, God doesn’t need us but He graciously chooses to 



use us on His mission to save the world. Thus, we must commit and submit to Him in 
order to do the work He has set out before us.  

2) Commitment to the team and meetings : Scotts Hill’s mission trips always operate 
in teams. The expectation for every missionary is that they are a team player. Our 
favorite word for any mission trip is flexibility, as many may remember from past trips. 
Before meetings even begin, everyone needs to lay aside their personal desires and 
expectations and be available to operate as a part of the whole. A commitment that is 
taken seriously is that each individual will attend every meeting in preparation for the 
trip. Each missionary will be placed on a designated team, who they will meet and 
plan with a majority of the time. We give this schedule early enough so that students 
can make arrangements to make certain they can participate. If for some reason 
someone cannot attend a meeting, the missionary needs to let the Student Ministry 
staff and their team know immediately.  

3) Commitment to work outside of meetings : Some may be surprised by how much 
effort is put into a mission trip. Although much work will get accomplished in our 
meetings together, missionaries are expected to complete any additional work 
needed at home. We want to be the most effective we can be, therefore extra time 
spent on preparing is necessary. A word to best describe a missionary’s life is sacrifice. 
This is the same model even short-term missionaries should have. Know that your 
time, energy, and personal preferences will be sacrificed. Be encouraged that the 
best missionaries we see in the Bible said it was their JOY to sacrifice their lives for 
the purpose of the Gospel.  

4) Commitment to raise support : Support for missions comes in two different forms: 
financial and spiritual. Both of these elements are important when preparing for any 
trip to the mission field. This is why we ask that each student send a support letter to 
his or her friends, neighbors, and family members. See sample letter attached. Ask us 
if you need help! We desire for others to join us in prayer over the mission and the 
missionaries. It is crucial to send these letters out early, and we highly recommend 
sending an update letter once you’ve returned from the mission field. Many ask what 
to do if extra funds come in for themselves. The additional income will still go 
towards the mission trip. It may go to other elements within the budget, or you can 
request that it go to another student missionary.  

5) Commitment to Baptist Children’s Homes : Our purpose in this partnership is to 
show God’s love to the community of less fortunate kids and their house parents. Any 
partnership Scotts Hill has is strategic, as we make and continue our relationships 
with the people we impact. Not only will you serve for a week in August, but also our 
hope is that you would continue to pray for these children, to keep in contact 
through letters or email, and to potentially see them again in the future. Remember 
that these are eternal investments, for which God is pleased. Not only will the Baptist 
Children’s Homes be blessed, but so will we!  

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.  

And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” {Mark 28: 19-20} 



Dates: Monday August 6th - Friday August 10th 
Who: Students currently in high school  
Cost: The goal is for students to raise as much money as possible. We would love to   
students to raise at least $450. No refunds are available for student trips.  
 -Students are expected to write a Fundraising Support Letter and mail it to   
sponsors. We encourage this practice because it parallels with true missionary   
work: being sent and supported. We encourage interest letters be mailed out   
by Wednesday, June 27th, two weeks after the initial Interest Meeting.  
 -Pay by cash or check made out to Scotts Hill Students and turned into    
Morgan Finch, Student Coordinator.  
 -Pay by credit card solely for the deposit online @ scottshillstudents.org/   
mission trip. Deposit is $100 and is due by Wednesday, June 27th.  
Turn in: Fundraising Support Letter, Medical form, Big Ten. We require that every 
student who desires to attend this mission fill out our application form that is online. 
What to Bring: Bible, journal, toiletries, modest bathing suit, modest clothing, tennis 
shoes, money for two meals + snacks, and a servant heart!  

IMPORTANT DATES / MANDATORY MEETINGS:  

Wednesday, June 27th: Deposit and application are due. Fundraising Support Letters 
are due to Morgan Finch and should be mailed out to sponsors by this date as well. 

Monday, July 16th, 4-6pm: Mission Trip Preparation Meeting.  

Monday, July 23th, 4-6pm: Mission Trip Preparation Meeting. 

Monday, July 30st, 4-6pm: Mission Trip Preparation Meeting. 

Sunday, August 5th, 4-6pm: Final Mission Trip Preparation meeting we will be 
packing the trailers and having a parent Meeting. All final payments and medical 
paperwork are due by this date.  

Monday, August 6th, 8am: Depart from Scotts Hill Baptist Church. 

Friday, August 10th, 8pm: Return to Scotts Hill Baptist Church. 

We’re looking forward to all that God has in store for us as a student ministry and 
family. If you have any further questions, refer to our website 

www.scottshillstudents.org or contact us!  

Josh Hansen 
josh.hansen@scottshill.org 

Morgan Finch                                                            Tucker Kelly 
morgan.finch@scottshill.org                                  tucker.kelly@scottshill.org 

Sample Support Letter 

http://scottshillstudents.org/
mailto:josh.hansen@scottshill.org
mailto:morgan.finch@scottshill.org
mailto:tucker.kelly@scottshill.org


[Today’s Date] 
 

[Missionary’s Full Name] [Missionary’s Street Address] [Missionary’s City, State and Zip] 
  
Dear [Supporter’s Name],  

I recently decided to go on a mission trip to [Laurel Springs, NC] with the student 
ministry at Scotts Hill Baptist Church. For many years, Scotts Hill has partnered with 
the Baptist Children’s Homes of North Carolina. The biggest need within this 
community of people is for them to feel loved and cared for. Jesus calls us to look 
after the orphans and to love our neighbors. By going on this mission trip, I hope to 
fulfill that calling.  

I’m excited about this trip because I will be equipped in ways I’ve never experienced 
before. I cannot think of a better way to spend my time this summer than loving and 
serving these children with a Christ-centered love and allowing God to change my 
own heart and life in the process!  

While we are in [Laurel Springs], I will be ministering through [this is where you will 
write about your team’s assignment.] I am committing to [this is where you write your 
personal commitments.]  

I am trying to raise as much funds as possible to be able to attend the mission trip 
and to raise support in order for a student from the Baptist Children’s Homes of 
North Carolina to be able to attend as well. During the next several weeks I will be 
working hard to raise the funds to go and I wanted to begin by asking you to be part 
of this mission trip with me by helping with finances. Any amount you give will be 
greatly appreciated. If you’d like to support me, you may write a check out to Scotts 
Hill Baptist Church. For contribution credit, please write ‘Student Mission Trip’ in the 
memo line (not my name please). If cash, place it in an envelope with my name and 
your name and address please. Thank you!  

Your support through prayer is also a key part of the incredible ministry I know will 
take place. [This would be a good spot for a bible verse that is personal to you and 
this mission.]  

If you have any questions you can call me at [Missionary’s Number] or look at the 
trip’s information via scottshillstudents.org/missiontrip. You can follow our student 
ministry through Facebook.com/scottshillstudents or via Instagram: 
@scottshillstudents  

My goal is to have all of my finances raised by [August 5th]. Thank you for considering 
me in prayer, encouragement, and financial assistance!  

God Bless You,  
[Missionary Name] 


