
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

The Israelites had been led by a series of judges and 
prophets for generations, but as they turned their 
gaze toward the nations surrounding them, they 
noticed that the nations were all led by kings. So 
they wanted this too: to be led by a king. And that 
was their tragic mistake, not necessarily in wanting 
a king—God had said they would have kings  
(Gen. 17:6,16; 35:11; 49:10; Num. 24:7,17-19)—
but in taking their eyes off of God and placing 
them on the nations around them. The root reason 
why their demand for a king displeased God 
was because the people chose the pagan nations 
around them as a template for their lives rather 
than God and His word. They rejected their call 
to be a holy nation serving a holy God and instead 
sought to blend into their surroundings. God did 
not call His people to be cultural chameleons but 
countercultural lions who followed His lead and 
timing and looked forward to “the Lion from 
the tribe of Judah”—Jesus Christ (Rev. 5:5; see  
Gen. 49:8-12). And He has called us to be the same.

In what ways might you be tempted 
to blend in instead of stand out for 
your faith in God?

Day 1

1 Samuel 
8:1-21 
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Let there be no doubt: Saul was an impressive man 
(9:2). When the Israelites thought of the archetype 
for a king, surely Saul was at the top of the list. He 
was impressive, and that is a core characteristic of 
a king. A king who is impressive is easier to follow 
and easier for the other nations to fear. 

Little did the Israelites know, although they should 
have, that God was teaching them an important 
lesson. God was showing His people that their hope 
was not based on the leader of their imaginations 
but rather on One of His provision. The Israelites 
did not need a king who was tall, handsome, or 
who would strike fear into their enemies. They 
needed a King who, through His humility, would 
bring them, the enemies of God, into restored 
relationship with Him. God would show the 
Israelites this through the failure of Saul, the king 
who looked like a king and failed, pointing toward 
Jesus, the King who did not look like a king but 
who brought victory over sin and death. 

In what ways do you see Jesus 
reflecting the qualities of a king 
and in what ways was He an 
unexpected king?

Day 2

1 Samuel 
9:1–10:27 

Saul had led God’s people to a great victory, and as 
the people basked in the aftermath, some called for 
those who had doubted their new king to be put to 
death (v. 12). Saul could have heartily consented to 
this demand, thereby ridding himself of potential 
adversaries. Instead, he stood before the people 
and declared that no one would be executed, but 
instead everyone should focus on the victory the 
Lord had given them (v. 13). Saul’s response was 
the right one for a king; it was right for a man of 
God. In this critical moment, Saul demonstrated 
wisdom, mercy, and grace and pointed his people 
to the Lord. We should give credit where it is due. 

But we should also look more broadly at Saul’s 
reign than just one moment. It’s not how you start, 
it’s how you finish that matters. Saul may have 
started well, but we know he would soon trip and 
fall in his reign. 

We need to be careful never to rest on past 
accomplishments and moments of obedience. Yes, 
we should be grateful for them and recognize God’s 
kindness to give us these victories, but we should 
also never forget that our race is not done until we 
cross the finish line. We can also remember that 
God promises to finish the good work He began in 
us. There’s hope for endurance and finishing well. 

What victories has God given you 
in the past? How can they help you 
when facing persistent sin?

Day 3

1 Samuel 
11:1–12:25 
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Samuel, the man of God, had given Saul clear 
instructions. Wait for seven days. Then, he would 
come to Saul, make a sacrifice and show him what to 
do (10:8). Easy enough, until everything began falling 
apart around Saul. The king’s army was in a bad place 
and his men began to leave. Saul had to do something. 
He had to act. So he did. He made the offerings to the 
Lord himself (13:7-10). And just as he was finishing, 
Samuel arrived as he had said—on the seventh day. 
Samuel the prophet would not be happy with Saul the 
king. Saul had done what he should not have done—
the king does not make the sacrifice, the priest does. In 
Saul’s moment of desperation, he sinned by stepping 
out of his God-given role and into that of another.

Have you ever felt like Saul? Have you ever been 
in a situation where everything was crashing down 
around you and all you could think was, “I need to do 
something!” Sometimes doing something is the worst 
thing we can do. Sometimes the best thing we can 
do is nothing. That is what Saul should have done. 
He should have done nothing and waited on Samuel, 
and more importantly, he should have trusted in the 
Lord. Sometimes it takes more courage and faith to 
do nothing and prayerfully wait on the Lord than to 
do something. 

What might you be trying to do in 
your own wisdom and strength 
instead of waiting on the Lord? 

Day 4

1 Samuel 
13:1–14:52 

Soon after Saul performed the sacrifice he should 
not have made, he failed to obey God’s implicit 
instruction to completely destroy the Amalekites 
and their possessions. Saul kept King Agag alive as 
well as some of the animals, presumably to perform 
a sacrifice to the Lord. 

When Samuel confronted the king for his sin, he 
told him something quite profound: to obey is better 
than sacrifice (v. 22). Samuel was surely not saying 
that sacrifice—worship—is unimportant. We know 
that we were created for worship, and God demands 
worship from us. It’s not a matter of worship being 
unimportant, but rather that obedience is central. 
If we truly are worshiping God—recognizing His 
great worth—then we will obey. We must. We 
cannot proclaim the glory of God from a posture 
of disobedience. Our disobedience disproves our 
worship. Obedience, on the other hand, affirms 
it. This is what Saul needed to understand. His 
supposed act of worship was nothing of the sort, 
because he was in a state of disobedience. And that 
is what we need to understand as well. Obedience 
and worship are fused together. 

In what ways might you be 
disobeying God, and thus impairing 
your worship?

Day 5

1 Samuel 
15:1-35 

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  30


