
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

You would think Jacob would have known better. 
He had seen how favoritism could tear apart a 
family. It was the story of his upbringing in a home 
where his father favored his brother, Esau, and his 
mother favored him. 

And yet, the only thing Jacob seemed to learn 
from that was how to play favorites. He played 
favorites with his wife, Rachel, and his son, Joseph. 
It is no surprise to see the results were the same: a 
divided family.

As we consider a father’s (Jacob) unequal love for 
his children, we should be drawn to delight in the 
Father’s (God) equal and steadfast love for His 
children. God does not play favorites within His 
family. All who have trusted in Christ are invited to 
approach God as our loving Father. As we do, we 
should be drawn toward one another as well. We 
are to seek to love all of our brothers and sisters in 
Christ as God does, with the love He gives us.  

How might you show the sin of 
favoritism toward some of God’s 
family at times, either in your heart or 
through your actions?

Day 1

Genesis  
37:1-11
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Jacob was apparently clueless about the sinfulness 
of his favoritism of Joseph, but that was not all he 
missed. He also seems to have had no idea how 
deeply his favoritism wounded his other sons. 
Jacob used Joseph sort of like a spy to report on 
his older brothers, causing Joseph to bring back at 
least one bad report (37:2). Jacob was most likely 
clueless to the danger he placed Joseph in when 
he sent him to check on his brothers again. He 
had no idea what destruction his poor decision 
would cause; how Joseph would be rejected by his 
brothers, betrayed, and nearly killed. 

But there is a Father who did know the perils His 
Son would face because of His decision to send 
Him to His own. He knew His Son would be 
rejected, betrayed, and would not escape death, 
but would be executed while His people mocked 
Him. Of course, we are talking about God 
sending Christ Jesus. Not as a clueless Father, but 
an all-knowing Father who working providentially 
to bring the cross to pass so we might experience 
salvation from our sin.

How does God knowing what Jesus 
would experience and working 
to bring it to pass deepen your 
understanding of the gospel and love 
for Him?

Day 2

Genesis  
37:12-22  

Joseph’s brothers were so wounded by their father’s 
favoritism that they wanted to kill their younger 
brother. It was only because of Reuben—the 
oldest brother who probably felt some sort of 
responsibility—that the brothers backed off of 
their plan and threw Joseph into a pit instead. 

But a new opportunity presented itself. When 
Judah saw a caravan of traders approaching, he 
asked his brothers what they would gain by killing 
Joseph. Instead, they chose to make a few bucks off 
of their brother and sold him to the Midianites. 

Sin was wreaking havoc in yet another generation of 
this family, but there was a way to break the chain. 
God worked in Joseph, and later his brothers, to 
change them. Sin is inherited and many sins are 
learned behaviors. But God’s grace and mercy 
made known to us in the gospel is greater. Christ 
has crushed sin under His heel, and in doing so, He 
has freed us from its power in our lives. 

What sins do you feel enslaved to? 
What do you need to repent of and 
trust in Christ for deliverance?

Day 3

Genesis  
37:23-28 
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One of the wonderful things about the Book of 
Genesis, and the Bible as a whole, is how raw it is. 
We see this in Jacob’s response when his sons told 
him Joseph had been killed by a wild animal. Jacob 
tore his clothes, put on sackcloth, and mourned for 
days—this was expected. But when all of his sons 
and daughters tried to comfort him, he refused. 
Instead, he was determined to carry his grief all the 
way to the grave. This is how death affects people. 
Apart from the gospel, this is how death would 
affect us; death would be a crushing blow, leaving 
us without hope and without joy.

Since Christ has gone before us in death and has 
put death to death, we can respond differently, 
especially when it comes to grieving the death of a 
fellow believer. Death does not have the final word. 
Death is not victorious. We grieve death, but not 
without hope; we do not mourn the way the world 
mourns (1 Thess. 4:13). Instead, we grieve with 
the hope and assurance that death is a temporary 
separation; this separation will be removed for 
good when Christ returns.

How do you tend to see death, 
through the world’s lens or through 
the gospel’s?

Day 4

Genesis  
37:29-36

Genesis 37 ends with a cliffhanger. Joseph had been 
taken to Egypt and sold to Potiphar. But when we 
turn the page and begin reading Genesis 38, we 
read of a shameful account of Judah. Why this 
interlude? Why tell us about Tamar tricking her 
father-in-law and having his child? Maybe because 
there is something we need to learn about Judah 
when he comes back into the story. 

Remember, it was Judah who had suggested the 
brothers sell Joseph into slavery. It was an action 
of a man who didn’t appear to care much about 
anyone other than himself. Yet, look at how Judah 
responded when Tamar provided evidence showing 
he was the father of the child growing inside of 
her. He abandoned his call to put her to death and 
didn’t try to find a way to cover his sin, as he had 
done before with the rest of the brothers.  In this, 
we find a hint that God might have been at work in 
Judah, growing him, and changing him, just as He 
did with Joseph. 

God was not focused solely on Joseph in Egypt. 
He was also at work in others preparing them for 
their reunion a couple of decades later. We have to 
remember this today too. Yes, God is at work in us, 
but not only us. He is also changing others, for His 
glory and our good.

Who do you see God working in? How 
can you pray for that person? 

Day 5

Genesis  
38:1-30
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