
1 After these things God tested Abraham and said to 
him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 He said, 
“Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as 
a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I 
shall tell you.” 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, 
saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men 
with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of 
which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham 
lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5 Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the 
donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship 
and come again to you.” 6 And Abraham took the 
wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. 
And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they 
went both of them together. … 7 And Isaac said to his 
father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, 
my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 Abraham 

said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt 
offering, my son.” So they went both of them together. 
9 When they came to the place of which God had told 
him, Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in 
order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, 
on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his 
hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11 But 
the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and 
said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 
anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, 
seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, 
from me.” 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in 
a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took 
the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of 
his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place, 
“The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On 
the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”
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Intro Options
Main Point:

God calls His 
people to trust 

Him completely.

Option 1

Think about what you love most in this world. Family. Reputation. Health. Possessions. Talents. Now, 
consider how you respond, or would respond, if it were taken away from you. Someone you love dies. 
You lose your scholarship to college. Your home burns to the ground. What would your response be?

• How have you responded in times of loss, whether the losses were 
big or small?

How we respond when what we love most is taken from us, or even when it appears that it could be 
taken from us, reveals much about our relationship with God. We know how we should respond, but 
how do we? 

Our knowledge of God and biblical worldview provide us with just enough of a theology to know 
that all the good things we value are gifts from God and that He is the author of all things (Prov. 16:4; 
Jas. 1:17). However, we often lack the knowledge, experience, or faith to make sense of things when 
something we love is taken from us. We know that what we’re experiencing is within God’s control, but 
we can’t quite get to where we know beyond the shadow of a doubt that it is within God’s good control. 

In these times of loss or potential loss, we have the opportunity to experience God deepening and 
refining our faith. It’s not just a matter of submitting to God; God will do what He pleases! It’s a matter 
of submitting willfully, faithfully, and joyfully. The pain of loss is very real; but the goodness of God is 
even more real. That is what must sustain us.
 

Option 2

What we’re willing to give up in pursuit of God says a lot about our faith. While God calls us all to give 
up different things, we all have to give up something as our relationship with Him grows. For example:

• Missionaries give up their jobs, homes, and sometimes even their lives to share the gospel.
• You may give up popularity, friendships, or participation in many of the same activities as your peers. 
• A college student may give up good grades or may be seen as less intelligent for belief in God. 
• A professional may give up a higher salary in order to pursue ministry or to avoid unethical practices.

Sometimes, the things God calls us to give up (or be willing to give up) aren’t physical, as we’ll see in today’s 
session. Still, just like He provided a different sacrifice for Abraham, God provides for us. 

• What ways has God provided for you when He asked you to give 
up something?
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In Abraham’s one-hundredth year, he and Sarah finally had a son, and they named him Isaac (Gen. 21:1-7). 
Twenty-five years after God first promised He would make Abraham into a great nation, the son of promise was 
finally born. Maybe it wasn’t fulfilled in the timing Abraham and Sarah had expected, but God made good on His 
promise. Everything was finally as it should have been. 

But several years later, God came to Abraham again. However, this time, His message was different. There was no 
reminder of His promises to provide and protect. Instead, He issued a command for Abraham. God was about to 
put the patriarch to the test. 

Read Genesis 22:1-6.

• Why do you think God would test someone with what they love the most?

God’s command to Abraham was delivered in just one sentence, but each following word surely crushed the elderly 
man’s soul even more. 

“Take your son, your only son.” Abraham had two sons, Isaac and Ishmael, but God focused Abraham’s attention 
on the son of promise. This son, Isaac, was an embodiment of hope for Abraham and Sarah. He was proof of God’s 
favor on and love for them. God promised this son and gave him to Abraham and Sarah despite their advanced age 
and doubt. 

This couldn’t have made any sense to Abraham. What was God doing? The future promise was based on Isaac and the 
family he would have. How would God bring those promises to pass—including bringing blessing to all the people 
of the world—if he killed Isaac? There was no way for Abraham to reconcile God’s promises and this command. 

• This story is as much about the sacrifice of Abraham’s will as it is about 
the sacrifice of Isaac. What are some things your will has had to sacrifice to 
follow more after God?

“Isaac, whom you love.” This was not an academic exercise for Abraham. Isaac was not merely a fulfillment of God’s 
promises—a sign of God’s faithfulness. Isaac was the son whom Abraham loved. 

Although love was implied earlier in the Bible, this is the first time the word is used. Notice that the first use of the 
term love is not between a husband and wife, although there were certainly opportunities for that before. God chose 
to reserve the first mention of love for a loving father preparing to sacrifice his only son. God, the brilliant and perfect 
communicator, wants this picture to saturate our understanding of love. 

• What does this first mention of love between a father and son communicate 
about God’s love and the sacrifice of His Son?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 64, DDG)

Christ as Sacrifice
There are several signs, symbols, and pointers in the Old Testament that foreshadow 
Christ as the sacrificial Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the world 
(John 1:29). However, unlike the sacrificial system of the Old Testament, whose 
sacrifices were unable to take away sin (Heb. 10:4), Christ’s sacrifice on the cross was 
able to permanently, “once and for all” (Heb. 10:10,14) take away sins.

Genesis 22

22:1. God does not test to lead people toward failure; He tests to give His people the opportunity to prove the quality 
of their faith. God’s intention is to test us—to place affliction in our lives—because these afflictions produce endurance, 
which produces character, and which produces hope (Rom. 5:3-4). It is difficult to see in the moment, but God’s tests are 
for our good. They grow us, strengthen us, and give us the confidence we need to persevere through future difficulties. 

But here’s something else we need to understand about God’s tests. There is only One person who knows when He is 
testing us, and His name was not Abraham. God’s tests are not easy; what grows us rarely is. Not knowing what God 
is doing only adds to that difficulty. God’s tests can leave us confused, distressed, and heartbroken. But it is in these 
moments of weakness that the strength God gives us shines through. 

22:4. We know that the mountain God chose was not random. Moriah was the region near where Jerusalem would 
later be built. It’s also possible that the temple itself would later be built on this mountaintop. But there may have 
been another reason. While each step of that forty-five-mile journey may have been painful, each may have been 
gracious as well. This journey may have been a gift to Abraham; the opportunity for the patriarch to wrestle with 
God’s command, and perhaps to develop the faith he would need as he raised a knife over his beloved son.

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

God calls His 
people to trust 

Him completely.
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This forty-five-mile journey to Moriah would have taken Abraham and Isaac at least the better part of three days, 
maybe three full days depending on what is meant by “on the third day” (v. 4). Either way, this was not a quick 
journey. While Abraham seemed to have wanted to get this over with as quickly as he could based on him getting up 
early the next morning, that would not be a luxury God would give him. He would be forced to walk alongside his 
beloved son for a trip that lasted at least two nights.

• What have you learned about God and yourself through God’s past tests?

Read Genesis 22:7-14.

At what seemed to be the last moment came a divine interruption (v. 11). The angel of the Lord called out to 
Abraham and instructed him not to harm Isaac. Mercifully, the test was over. Abraham had proven his faithfulness. 
It was evident that Abraham feared God because he was willing to let go of his son, what was most important and 
valuable to him. If Abraham did not withhold his son from God, he would not hold anything else back from Him 
either. By not holding anything back from God, Abraham revealed what, or who, was most valuable to him: God.

God’s call to us is comparable. We should be willing to sacrifice everything for Him, whether He calls on us to 
sacrifice it or not. This was Jesus’ message, as well. When Jesus saw the great crowds following Him, He turned to 
them and challenged their understanding of what was required to follow Him. Those who wanted to follow Him had 
to be willing to sacrifice their families and even their own lives. Everything. This was the cost, and this is what they 
had to consider (Luke 14:25-35). Were they willing to give it all up for Jesus? Are we?

• What are some things you are tempted to withhold from God? Why? 

God prevented Abraham from sacrificing Isaac, but He did not stop there. Abraham looked up and saw a ram 
caught in the thicket. So he took that ram and sacrificed it in place of his son, Isaac. Abraham saw the ram as God’s 
gracious provision and substitute for Isaac, evident by what he named the place: “The Lord Will Provide” (v. 14). 
A sacrifice needed to be made, but God spared the life of the one Abraham loved by providing another to stand in  
his place.

This is what God does for us with His Son. Because of our sin, we deserve death (Rom. 6:23). As a result, we were 
dead in our sin and under God’s wrath (Eph. 2:1-3), unable to do anything about our situation. God the Father was 
not only willing, but He also provided His only Son, Jesus, to be the lamb sacrificed in our place (Rom. 5:8; Gal. 1:5; 
Eph. 1:7). Jesus was nailed to the cross as our substitute for sin, taking the payment of our sin on Himself to provide 
us with forgiveness and His righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21).

• God showed His love for us by giving up His Son. How does reflecting on this 
encourage you toward a greater love for Him?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 66, DDG)  Christ Connection

Isaac’s question “Where is the lamb for the sacrifice?” echoes through the pages of 
the Old Testament. This question was ultimately answered at the beginning of the 
New Testament when John the Baptist saw Jesus of Nazareth and declared, “Look 
the Lamb of God”(John 1:36)!
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Genesis 22

22:5. When Abraham and Isaac parted ways with the two servants, the patriarch told them, “Stay here with the donkey. 
The boy and I will go over there to worship; then we’ll come back to you” (Gen. 22:5). While no explanation of his 
statement is given in that chapter, the writer of Hebrews offered an extended commentary on this piece of Scripture to 
help us understand what was going on in Abraham’s mind and heart (Heb. 11:17-19).

Why was Abraham able to tell the two servants that he and his son would return? Why was he able to tie his only 
son, his beloved son, and lay him on top of the altar? Why was he able to lift a knife, ready to spill Isaac’s blood? 
What made such surrender to God possible was Abraham’s faith that He can do the impossible; Abraham believed 
God could raise his son from the dead. Isaac was the son of promise, the next in a single line leading to the one God 
promised in Eden (Gen. 3:15). Abraham believed this. And yet God was calling on him to sacrifice Isaac. The only 
way Abraham could reconcile God’s command was to believe that God would raise Isaac from the dead. 

What we need to see here is the depth of Abraham’s faith. He was ready to follow through with the sacrifice of Isaac. 
He didn’t know it was a test; He was seeking to be obedient to the Lord. His obedience was made easier because He 
believed God could do the impossible and raise his son from the dead.

God stopped Abraham before he could plunge the knife in his son, sparing his life. But in a sense Isaac did die 
and was resurrected. That is what the writer of Hebrews needs us to see as he wrapped up this account in the “hall 
of faith.” Abraham received Isaac back, “figuratively speaking” (Heb. 11:19). Abraham believed God could do the 
impossible and when He did, the patriarch received what God had provided. He did not sigh with relief thinking he 
had dodged a bullet. He understood that Isaac was indeed given back to him from the dead. Surely Abraham never 
looked at his son the same way again after that day.

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

God calls His 
people to trust 

Him completely.

(p. 66, DDG)  Christ Connection

Isaac’s question “Where is the lamb for the sacrifice?” echoes through the pages of 
the Old Testament. This question was ultimately answered at the beginning of the 
New Testament when John the Baptist saw Jesus of Nazareth and declared, “Look 
the Lamb of God”(John 1:36)!
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects with 
your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

What do you already know about God? How can that knowledge help you 
trust Him?

What are some things God asks us to do in His Word that may seem counter 
intuitive? Why does He ask us to do these things?

Heart

Is faith and love more than an emotion? Explain.  

What are some ways we can demonstrate the love we have for God and others?

Hands

When have you sensed God testing you? What did you learn about Him from that 
experience? What did you learn about yourself?

Like Abraham, we may not know when we are being tested. In what ways should 
Abraham’s story affect our obedience?

Our Mission 
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Head

The story of Abraham and Isaac is mind-boggling to the reader at first. Isaac was the son promised to Abraham and 
Sarah, and God specifically stated it was through Isaac that Abraham’s descendants would be named. In other words,  
the covenant would continue through him. While this may at first seem odd, we quickly come to realize what God 
did through this event. 

God frequently asks people to do what may seem counter intuitive. We are instructed to love our enemies (Matt. 5:44); 
to lay our lives down if we want to save them (Matt. 16:25); to deny ourselves and take up our crosses (Matt. 16:24), 
and so on. Other examples could be included, highlighting the fact that what may not seem to make much sense 
from a human perspective is actually divine wisdom at work. 

Heart

Faith and love is only a theory until it is demonstrated. And when we do demonstrate faith and love, we provide it 
with real weightiness—to the one we love and to ourselves. God used this test to validate Abraham’s faith and prove 
the authenticity of his love. It was not pleasant or easy for Abraham—tests never are—but in the end it was for 
Abraham’s good and God’s glory. 

Paul called on the church to be imitators of God and to “And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up 
for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (Eph. 5:2). We should be ready to lay anything we have on the altar 
for God—including our own lives.

Hands

Maybe you’ve been in a situation where you felt God was testing your faith. Sometimes it may even seem like God is 
asking too much. In those times, we can lean on the truth that we can always trust the sovereignty of God. Abraham 
already knew He could trust God, but this experience confirmed that trust even more.

It’s easy to say we trust someone, but the proof of that trust is demonstrated by obedience. Abraham’s faith and 
belief in God influenced his decisions and the way he lived. The same is true for us as well—true faith will result in 
a transformed life.

Main Point:
God calls His 

people to trust 
Him completely.
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