
6 Now there was a day when the sons of God came 
to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also 
came among them. 7 The Lord said to Satan, “From 
where have you come?” Satan answered the Lord and 
said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from 
walking up and down on it.” 8 And the Lord said 
to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job, that 
there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and 
upright man, who fears God and turns away from 
evil?” 9 Then Satan answered the Lord and said, 
“Does Job fear God for no reason? 10 Have you not 
put a hedge around him and his house and all that he 
has, on every side? You have blessed the work of his 
hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 
11 But stretch out your hand and touch all that he 
has, and he will curse you to your face.” 12 And the 
Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your 
hand. Only against him do not stretch out your hand.” 

So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord. … 
20 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his 
head and fell on the ground and worshiped. 21 And 
he said, “Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord 
has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” 
22 In all this Job did not sin or charge God with 
wrong. … 14 How then can I answer him, choosing 
my words with him? 15 Though I am in the right, 
I cannot answer him; I must appeal for mercy to my 
accuser. 16 If I summoned him and he answered me, I 
would not believe that he was listening to my voice. … 
32 For he is not a man, as I am, that I might answer 
him, that we should come to trial together. 33 There 
is no arbiter between us, who might lay his hand on us 
both. 34 Let him take his rod away from me, and let 
not dread of him terrify me. 35 Then I would speak 
without fear of him, for I am not so in myself.

Scripture

Job 1:6-12,20-22; 
9:14-16,32-35
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Intro Options
Main Point:

God draws near 
to comfort us 

when we suffer.

Option 1

Provide paper for each student. Instruct students to write about a time they experienced suffering in their 
lives. Tell them to describe the experience and any questions they had concerning God. After allowing 
a few minutes for this, ask students to take a minute and think about how the situation affected them 
long term. Are there things they see now that they couldn’t see in the moment? In the same way, when 
Job reached the end of His trial, He was able to see that God’s plan and purpose would prevail no matter 
the circumstances in His life. But, in the moment, he asked God some tough questions—much like the 
ones you and I might ask in difficult situations. We don’t have the benefit of seeing the big picture, but 
God does. And we have to trust that He is greater than we ever thought, and His goodness is deeper than 
we ever imagined.

• What do you think it means to see the “big picture” when it comes 
to suffering?

• Is it possible to try to step back and see our suffering from God’s 
perspective? Why or why not?

 

Option 2

Place students in groups and ask them to describe two situations. One should be a scene in a movie or 
book where they “directed” the character toward a particular decision. The other should be a situation 
experienced by someone they know, where they had the “outside” perspective and were able to offer 
advice. Allow the groups to share one example of each. Then ask:

• Why do you think it was so easy to see the right path/decision in 
each of these movies/books/situations?

We know what steps we need to take, but in reality, we can only take one step at a time. We’re able to 
see more of the situation when we aren’t stuck in it. Still, only God has the full picture of our lives. God 
knows all He has planned for us; we just have to trust Him and follow.
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The idea of Job’s story dating back to some of the earliest moments of history is fascinating. Understanding where 
Job fits into the Bible’s story is helpful, but it is comforting to know that, from the earliest days of the human race, 
we have wrestled with the idea of suffering. 

Read Job 1:6-12,20-22.

Consider how God described Job. Job’s faith in God had deeply matured his character. So, when Satan came in from 
roaming around—mostly likely to see what distress he could cause humanity—God was the one to point out Job’s 
faithfulness. God brought Job to Satan’s attention, not the other way around!

Satan’s response was to claim Job was only faithful to God because God had been faithful to Job. If God were to 
withhold blessing from Job, Satan countered, he would curse God for His apparent faithlessness. 

Notice two things when God responded to Satan. First, Satan—the great adversary—knows he cannot act without 
God’s permission. This is not even up for debate, and Satan—who would like nothing more than to undermine God 
anyway he can—did not even argue the point. Second, when God does permit Satan to act, His permission comes 
with limitations. Satan did not have authority to touch Job. (Later Satan would be allowed to touch Job, but not 
take his life.) 

• Does it encourage you to know Satan cannot do anything apart from God’s 
divine permission? Why or why not?

Take a close look at Job’s response to the suffering he experienced; it was not anger but faithful worship. Job recognized 
life and all of its good gifts originate in God. All the good things Job had leading up to that day were because of 
God’s kind and gracious provision. The same Lord who had authority to give him what he had also maintained the 
authority to take it away. Knowing this, Job chose to trust.

• When something goes wrong, what is your immediate reaction? 

• What does our response to suffering reveal to others about our faith in God? 

But we cannot overlook our pain and walk through our suffering with platitudes and plastic smiles. The pain we face 
is real, and we should be real about it as well. This is what Job did. He wept and mourned, even as he maintained his 
faith in God during his suffering. He did not hide his pain or run from it. He lived in it. Pain and faithfulness are 
not mutually exclusive.

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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99 Essential Doctrines (p.48, DDG)

God is Immanent
When we say that God is immanent, we mean that God is personable and relatable to 
those made in His image, while remaining completely distinct and unique from all of 
His creation. It means that God is not a distant deity (as imagined by the deist) who 
only sits on His heavenly throne with no interaction, but instead, He is a personal God 
who created people in His image to be in personal relationship with Him.

Job 2

When Satan’s first attempt to cause Job to curse God by taking his family and possessions from him failed, God granted 
permission for Satan to try again—this time with permission to inflict great physical pain on Job (2:4-6). Even when Job’s 
wife called on him to curse God and die, Job did not sin (2:9-10).

This is when Job’s three friends—Eliphaz, Zophar, and Bildad—wandered onto the scene. After sitting with Job for a 
week saying nothing (2:13), Job broke the silence. The bulk of the Book of Job is a record of the lengthy conversation 
between the four men. The three friends’ basic position was that Job must have done something wrong to deserve 
this great suffering and needed to repent. Job countered that he had done nothing wrong; these things had to be one 
enormous mistake or misunderstanding. 

Job’s friends’ error stemmed from their incomplete view of suffering. They viewed suffering as the direct result of sin 
and blessing as the direct result of living rightly. So, they thought God punished those who did evil and rewarded 
those who did good. 

Suffering can result from sin (consider the drunk driver who crashes his car and injures himself, having to walk with 
a limp for the rest of his life); it is too simplistic to say suffering always comes from wrongdoing. Not only does 
suffering come from living in a fallen world, but suffering can also come from standing up for the gospel—a good 
thing indeed! In essence, Job’s friends’ thinking was small—they couldn’t imagine how suffering might be used in a 
good way, to bring Job closer to the grace and mercy of God. 

God wants us to have a better perspective. He wants us to think well about who He is and how He operates as the 
sovereign Ruler. For Job, this meant remembering the exalted nature of God in His fullness. Job was constantly 
pressing toward God’s rule from the heavens. And, he was right to. God rules over creation from His throne in heaven.

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

God draws near 
to comfort us 

when we suffer.
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Read Job 9:14-16,32-35.

Even though Job initially responded in worship, the more he lived in his pain the more he missed and longed for the 
presence of God to make sense of his circumstances. 

• Do you think understanding the reasons behind a particular time of suffering 
would help?

The text describes Job as being in such pain that he was ready to take God to court to plead his case. If only he were 
able to do that—to have a mediator who had God’s ear, someone to bridge the impassable gap between the two of 
them—then, this misunderstanding could be cleared up and the pain would stop. But in resignation, Job declared, 
“I am on my own” (v. 35).

But God did not abandon Job. God was not distant. God was listening. For Job, the truth was contradictory to 
human experience. God felt far from Job, although God was still near to Him. God would eventually prove His 
presence to Job when He revealed Himself in great power. In time, there would be no doubt that God had not 
abandoned Job, just like He has not abandoned us in our time of need. We may lose our reputation, our health, or 
even the life of someone we love, but none of these realities change God’s presence for His people. We know this 
because God would indeed answer Job’s cry for a mediator in Christ. Jesus is our great Mediator who intercedes on 
our behalf and brought us to the Father through His suffering. And through the gift of the Holy Spirit, God walks 
with us in our suffering today.

• What are some ways God has come near to you during your suffering?

• How encouraging is it to know God is not distant and detached from our 
suffering, but has suffered on our behalf in order to bring us to Himself? 

Read Job 42:1-6.

Job’s last words before the end of this book of the Bible are in chapter 31. Before chapter 31, God spoke extensively, 
from a whirlwind, with only a brief few lines from Job in 40:3-5. God’s words to Job seem rather raw, especially to 
a man who was suffering so greatly. In essence, the Creator invited Job to test the depth of human understanding 
against His own. Time and time again, God asked if Job had the depth of knowledge to understand the mysteries of 
creation and the created order. 

Job remained silent throughout God’s speech. Job was humbled before his Maker. Job was reminded of God’s 
sovereignty and divine presence over the world, which is precisely what Job’s heart needed. Though God’s words may 
have initially stung, they were the path to reassuring Job of what he needed to remember most—especially when 
the world seemed to be falling apart around him. God is present. God is active. God is faithful. Job didn’t need an 
explanation from God in his time of suffering; he needed God Himself.

• How has the story of Job connected with you on a personal level?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 50, DDG)  Christ Connection

Job wanted a mediator when he suffered—someone to bring him and God 
together. We know there is one who stands between God and man and pleads for 
us as a man pleads for his friends. Jesus Christ is that man; He is that friend. He 
said there is no greater love than to give up your life for your friend (John 15:13).
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Job 42:1-6.

God’s message and presence demanded a response from Job. Job begged for a personal encounter with the Lord and 
it had happened. What was he supposed to do next?

First, Job acknowledged God’s sovereignty. His initial words were, “I know that you can do anything and no plan 
of yours can be thwarted” (42:2). Rather than dwelling an answer for his grief, Job to focused on God’s authority 
instead. An amazing turn took place in Job’s heart. He moved from demanding an answer about earthly things to 
acknowledging God’s control over eternal things.

Humility was the second component to Job’s response. His speeches were an overreach on every account. The 
personal demands for the God of the universe to give an accounting to a mere mortal were too much. Rather than 
shake his fist at God or demand some answer, Job humbled his heart. He admitted he spoke about things that he 
didn’t understand (Job 42:3). Our reply to suffering is often based in the emotion of the moment. We feel loss so we 
want someone to restore. We feel pain so we want someone to offer relief. We feel slighted so we want someone to 
bring justice. Job discovered that all he needed was to be silent before the God of the universe. The presence of the 
Creator filled every void suffering had brought into his life. This is what Job needed most and what we need as well. 

In the end, God used Job’s suffering to draw him closer to Himself. We cannot miss this: Job did not draw closer to 
God despite his pain; he drew closer to God through his pain. The same is true for us. Jesus has told us that we will 
be persecuted—we will endure hardship and suffer—for Him (Matt. 10:22). And it is this very adversity that will 
draw us closer to Him as we identify with Him through our suffering (Col. 1:24). There is beauty alongside the pain 
in our suffering for this reason: It brings us closer to our Savior. When we experience God’s presence in the midst of 
severe pain, it is a faith-expanding adventure. 

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

God draws near 
to comfort us 

when we suffer.

(p. 50, DDG)  Christ Connection

Job wanted a mediator when he suffered—someone to bring him and God 
together. We know there is one who stands between God and man and pleads for 
us as a man pleads for his friends. Jesus Christ is that man; He is that friend. He 
said there is no greater love than to give up your life for your friend (John 15:13).
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

How encouraging is it to know that God is near and present even when your feelings 
deceive you into thinking He is not? 

Think back to a season of suffering in your own life. Did God use that suffering to 
lead you into a different kind of relationship with Him? Explain.

Heart

List some ways you have typically responded to suffering in your own life. How does 
Job’s response challenge you personally?

How would you explain to someone that God Himself—and not the absence of 
suffering—is what we truly need and want in life? 

Hands

What are some differences between the way a Christian and non-Christian might 
respond to suffering?

How can you make much of God this week, especially during those moments of 
personal difficulty and suffering?

Our Mission 
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Head

Several consequences can result from an incorrect view of suffering. When we look at suffering the way Job’s friends 
did (see Commentary), we diminish God’s authority to that of a traffic cop in the sky, hitting people with costly 
tickets when they mess up. There are also people who treat God like a sanctified Santa Claus who is the jolly rewarder 
to good boys and girls. Of course, that also means coal and switches in the stockings of the bad kids.

Jesus’ disciples also struggled with the proper view of suffering as evidenced with their encounter with the man who 
was born blind in John 9. When they saw this man, they asked Jesus who sinned, the man or his parents. Their logic 
was that the man’s blindness was punishment for sin, and since the man was born blind, that meant either he sinned 
in the womb or he was faced punishment for his parents’ sins. Neither answer was satisfying. But Jesus responded 
that the man’s blindness was not because of sin, but was given for God’s glory to be shown (John 9:3). Like Job, God 
did not abandon this man. God was right there with them bringing about His glory through their adversity.

Heart

Job’s reaction to his suffering is a lesson to all of us on how we are to view God’s gifts and God as the giver of those 
gifts. For many, loss can reveal that our hearts were more in love with a thing or person than the One who gave it to 
us. When loss or suffering strikes, it has a way of showing us whether or not God is the greatest treasure of our hearts. 
While we should be grateful for God’s gifts, we should also be mindful that the greatest gift God could give us is not 
found in any earthly possession or relationship, but is the gift of God Himself. 

Hands

As with Job, our suffering has a way of communicating our character and beliefs to those around us. We can live in 
our pain without having to pretend it away while at the same time having a deep resolve to rest in the sovereignty 
and goodness of God. We can face our pain and suffering in the knowledge that the Lord is better than any gifts He 
has given, and He draws near to the brokenhearted. When people see Christians respond in ways like this, they take 
notice that responses like these are different from what is often seen in the world. Most worldly responses focus on 
the individuals sufferer and ends in despair, but the Christian perspective looks to our good and sovereign God who 
has suffered alongside of us in the sacrifice of His Son and will one day correct every wrong when He remakes all 
things new. 

Main Point:
God draws near 

to comfort us 
when we suffer.
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