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session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.
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Unit 11 • Session 5

Unit 11 • Session 5

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51

STORY POINT:  
David repented  

and God forgave him.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Psalm 145:13

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How is Jesus the Perfect King? Jesus 

perfectly rules over the universe as the 
King of kings.

David Sinned and 
Was Restored
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LEADER Bible Study
The Ammonites were no strangers to the Israelites. They often fought 
over the region of Gilead, which stretched east of the Jordan River. David 
had tried showing kindness to the Ammonites, but they humiliated the 
Israelite ambassadors. (See 2 Sam. 10:1-5.) Thus began a war between 
the Israelites and Ammonites. This context sets the scene for the story of 
David’s sin and restoration.

David had experienced a season of blessing from God and success on 
the battlefield. The tribes of Israel united under David. But the upward 
trajectory of David’s life did not continue much longer. 

One evening, David looked from his rooftop and saw Bathsheba bathing. 
He found out that she was the wife of Uriah, one of David’s elite soldiers. 
Her married status alone made her off-limits to David, but he nevertheless 
called for her and slept with her. David probably assumed his sin would go 
unnoticed, until Bathsheba told him she was pregnant. With Uriah gone 
to war, it was obvious the baby was not her husband’s. 

David called Uriah home from the battle and encouraged him to be with 
his wife. But Uriah refused. Uriah didn’t think it was fair for him to be 
with his wife while other men were at war. So David instructed his army 
commander to position Uriah in the most violent part of the battle so he 
would be killed. This time, David’s plan worked. Uriah was killed, and 
David took Bathsheba as his wife.

God knew David’s sin and sent Nathan the prophet to confront David. 
David’s confession is recorded in Psalm 51. God wanted David’s heart to 
change so he would not want to sin again. God forgave David, but David 
still faced the consequences of his sin.

Like David, we need more than a changed lifestyle to be made right with 
God; we need new hearts. Jesus died to satisfy God’s wrath against sin so 
that we could be made alive in Him.
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Story is char.style 

David Sinned and Was Restored
2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51

David was the king of Israel. One spring, David sent out the 
army, but he put another man in charge of them. David stayed in 
Jerusalem.

One evening, David looked out from his palace and 
saw a beautiful woman named Bathsheba. 

Bathsheba was the wife of Uriah, one 
of the best warriors in David’s army. 

David sent his messengers to 
get Bathsheba, and she came 

to David’s house. Later, 
Bathsheba told David that 
she was going to have a baby; 
the baby would be David’s.

David knew what he 
had done was wrong. David 
should not have a baby with 
someone who was not his 
wife. So David made a plan to 

make sure no one found out 
that Bathsheba’s baby was his.

David called Uriah home 
from the battle and told him to go 

spend time with his wife. But Uriah 
didn’t think it was fair for him to relax at 

home while the other men were at war. He 
slept on David’s doorstep and refused to visit his 

wife.
So David made up another plan. He instructed Joab, the leader 

of the army, to send Uriah into the hardest part of the battle so he 

The BIBLE Story

122 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 11 • Session 5

Book 1.indb   122 11/27/18   9:07 AM



Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Invite 
participation: 
Select two volunteers 
to play the parts of 
the rich man and the 
poor man. Assign one 
kid the part of the 
poor man’s lamb, and 
the rest of the kids 
to be the rich man’s 
sheep. 

• Use lighting 
effects: Dim the 
lights to represent 
evening. Use green 
light while explaining 
David’s schemes, red 
light to show the 
danger of battle, and 
a bright spotlight to 
represent David’s sin 
being exposed.

would be killed. This time, David’s plan worked. Uriah 
was killed in battle. David took Bathsheba into his house 
to be his wife, and she had a baby boy.

God knew what David had done, and He was not 
happy with David. God sent Nathan the prophet to talk 
to David. Nathan told David a story: A traveler came to 
a rich man who had many animals. The rich man did not 
offer his own animal. Instead, he took a poor man’s lamb—
the only lamb he had—and gave it to the traveler to eat.

This story made David feel angry. “The rich man 
should die!” David said.

“You are the man!” Nathan said. God had given 
David a position of great power, and David took what 
wasn’t his. David realized he had sinned against God. 
David deserved to die. “You won’t die for this,” Nathan 
assured David, “but God will punish you. Your son will die 
instead.”

David confessed his sin and prayed, “God, create a 
clean heart for me.” David realized he could try to please 
God with sacrifices, but that wouldn’t be enough to pay for 
his sin. God wanted David’s heart to change so that he 
would not want to sin again.

Christ Connection: When David sinned against God, God 
forgave him, but sin always comes with a price. God spared 
David’s life, but David’s son died. When we sin, we deserve 
death. But we can receive God’s forgiveness because God sent 
His Son, Jesus, to pay the price for our sin.
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head1 (“Opening” is 

The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 

INTRODUCE the Story
SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51
STORY POINT: David repented and God forgave him.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the Perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 

over the universe as the King of kings.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about a time 
they tried to cover up a mistake or sinful choice. 
SAY • When we do sinful things, sometimes we try to hide 

those sinful choices. We often think that our sin 
won’t be a problem if we keep others from finding 
out about it. But today we will learn that sin is 
always a problem because we can never hide our sin 
from God. 

Activity page (5 minutes)
Invite kids to complete the “Restore It” activity page. 
Challenge kids to draw a version of each item after it has 
been fully fixed and restored.
SAY • Our sin has broken the world. It destroys our 

relationships with God and with other people. We 
cannot fix the damage sin causes, but God can 
forgive and restore us when we trust Him. Today 
we will learn about a time David sinned and was 
restored. 

• “Restore It” activity 
page, 1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Thief!
Invite the kids to sit in a circle. Place a chair in the center 
of the circle and select one kid to sit in the chair. Place a 
button, paper wad, or other small object under the chair. 
Instruct the kid on the chair to close his eyes. You may use 
a blindfold. While the kid in the chair has his eyes closed, 
silently select a second kid to sneak to the center and take 
the button. She should hide the button in her hand, and all 
the kids should pretend they are holding the button. The 
kid in the chair will then open his eyes and try to guess who 
stole the button. Play multiple rounds, rotating kids though 
the roles. 
SAY • In the game, taking the button wasn’t really the same 

as stealing something. Today we will learn about a 
time King David really did steal from another man. 
What do you think David did to cover up his sin?

OPTION 2: Fill the holes
Before class, poke multiple holes in a plastic cup. Provide 
the kids with the cup, a small bit of sticky putty, and some 
tape. Challenge them to repair the cup however they see fit 
so that it can hold water again. When they are ready, pour 
some water into the cup and see if the kids were successful. 
SAY • It’s nearly impossible for a cup with holes to be fixed 

completely to hold water. In a way, it’s like our lives. 
Sin breaks us so we cannot love God as we are made 
to. Only God can restore us. We’ll learn more about 
how God restores us today.

Transition to teach the story

• chair
• button, paper wad, or 

other small object
• blindfold (optional)

• plastic cup
• sticky putty
• tape
• pitcher
• water
• towels for cleanup
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head1 (“Opening” is 

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
[Leader enters obviously flustered.]
LEADER • Ooo, that just makes me so mad! I can’t believe 

he would do that. [Pause to address kids.] Hey there, 
friends. I’m sorry you caught me so upset. I have 
a small jazz band that I play with sometimes. Our 
saxophonist is making me very angry. 

You see, in jazz music, it’s very common to 
improvise, which means making up some parts of 
the song or changing them on a whim. Well, our 
saxophonist keeps improvising a new solo for himself 
right in the middle of the bass trombone solo! He 
already has a solo written into the music—and we 
all have told him he’s free to change it however he 
wants—but no, he keeps coming in during the bass 
trombone solo to make the whole piece of music 
about him. 

It feels very unfair. Almost all jazz music has solos 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story
SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51
STORY POINT: David repented and God forgave him.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 

over the universe as the King of kings.

126 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 11 • Session 5

Book 1.indb   126 11/27/18   9:07 AM



for saxophones, but it’s more rare for a jazz song to 
have a solo for a bass trombone. I wish he would just 
be content with the solo he already has instead of 
trying to take other people’s solos!

But actually … You know, if I look on the bright 
side, one good thing that can come out of this 
frustrating situation is a great tie-in to our Bible story 
this week. Our story is about a time David made 
some really selfish, sinful choices. I’ll share it with 
you; then I can share it with the saxophonist. Maybe 
that will convince him to be a bit kinder in our band. 

Big picture question (1 minute)
LEADER • Remember that we have been answering the big 

picture question, how is Jesus the perfect King? 
Jesus perfectly rules over the universe as the King 
of kings. That means that Jesus has both the ability 
and the authority to do what He wants, and what He 
wants to do is always perfectly good and right. When 
we trust in and love Jesus, we will want to obey Him. 
Obeying Him is what is best for everyone. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • We learned a few weeks ago that God chose 

David to be king instead of Saul. Saul was jealous 
and angry about this, and he tried to kill David. 
David showed mercy even though Saul hated 
him. After Saul died, David became the king. God 
promised that the Messiah would come from 
David’s family. Later, David showed kindness to 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Giant Timeline
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Jonathan’s son, even though he did not have to. 
After all these stories, it may seem like David—who 
was a great king—never made any mistakes. But let 
me assure you, only Jesus is perfect. Our story today 
is called “David Sinned and Was Restored.”

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51. Use the 
Bible storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you 
tell the story, or show the Bible story video “David Sinned 
and Was Restored.”
LEADER • As you can see, David was far from perfect. 

When David tried to cover up his sin with 
Bathsheba, it led only to more sin—eventually, even 
to the killing of Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband. It is 
very scary to think about other people knowing the 
sinful things we do, but trying to cover up our sin 
is never the wise choice. David repented and God 
forgave him.

In a way, we can think about sin as being darkness. 
Imagine a room that is completely dark, with no 
light at all. You wouldn’t be able to see anything, so 
you might stumble, fall, or hurt yourself. You cannot 
get rid of a dark room by covering it with more 
darkness; the only way to get rid of a dark room is to 
shine light into it. Then it won’t be dark anymore!

Jesus said that He is the light of the world. [See 
John 8:12.] That helps us understand that only Jesus 
can get rid of sin. When Jesus enters into a sinner’s 
life, He lights it up, forcing out sin. Even after we 
have faith in Jesus, we still make sinful choices 
sometimes. That’s kind of like trying to cover up 

• Bibles
• “David Sinned and 

Was Restored” video
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
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the sun with your hand; it may cast a shadow, but 
it doesn’t remove the light. When we confess our 
sin, it’s like moving your hand away so the sun 
can shine warmly on your face again. Sin always 
has consequences, but Jesus rescues us from the 
punishment we deserve.

Christ connection
LEADER • When David sinned against God and repented, 

God forgave him; but sin always comes with a price. 
God spared David’s life, but David’s son died. When 
we sin, we deserve death. But we can receive God’s 
forgiveness because God sent His Son, Jesus, to pay 
the price for our sin.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Unit 11, Session 5” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about why we feel guilty when we 
know we’ve sinned. Guide them to discuss how we can 
know we have been forgiven by God.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 
Write the words home, school, and neighborhood on 

separate pieces of poster board. Below each word, write the 
following statements. Then tape the posters on three walls. 

• Pray for this place.
• Pray for the people in this place. 
• Pray for ways to share in this place. 

LEADER • David repented and God forgave him. We can 
be forgiven of our sins through Jesus. Missionaries 
like the Harrell family in Mozambique go and 
take this good news to people all over the world. 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

• “Unit 11, Session 5” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• poster board or large 
sheets of paper

• marker
• tape
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Wherever God has placed us, we can tell people they 
can be forgiven of their sins. Whom will you tell 
about Jesus this week? 

Instruct kids to stand by one of the posters taped on the 
walls. Give groups time to pray over the requests listed on 
their poster.

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Psalm 145:13. Then sing “Your Kingdom.”
LEADER • David wrote Psalm 145. David was a great 

king—he was powerful and good. But as we saw 
today, David was not a perfect king. Jesus is our 
perfect King. How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus 
perfectly rules over the universe as the King of 
kings. His kingdom will never end. 

Sing (4 minutes)
LEADER • Let’s praise Jesus for being our perfect, everlasting 

King of kings.
Sing together “King of Kings” or other songs of your choice.

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Lord, You are good and You love us. We cannot 

earn Your favor, but You still favor us. Help us to 
trust You each day. We want to obey You, our perfect 
King of kings. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “Your Kingdom” song

• “King of Kings” song
• other songs of your 

choice
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 

APPLY the Story
SESSION TITLE: David Sinned and Was Restored
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 11–12; Psalm 51
STORY POINT: David repented and God forgave him.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 

over the universe as the King of kings.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Write each word of the key passage on a separate craft stick. 
Prepare one set for every three or four kids in your group. 
Remove a few sticks from each set. Form groups of three 
or four kids. Provide each group with a set of craft sticks. 
Challenge the groups to put all the sticks in order to form 
the key passage. When they realize that words are missing, 
ask them what word they need. After they answer correctly, 
provide the missing sticks so they can finish.
SAY • Great job ordering the key passage! We know that 

David wrote Psalm 145 under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. David told the truth when he said that 
God’s kingdom never ends. Jesus is our perfect King. 
How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 
over the universe as the King of kings.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find 
the Bible passages. Explain that David wrote Psalm 51 
about his sin and God’s love. Tell kids that 2 Samuel is 
in the History division and Psalms is in the Poetry and 
Wisdom division of the Old Testament.

• Key Passage Poster
• markers
• craft sticks

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Where was David when he saw Bathsheba? (on 

the roof of the palace, not at war with his army; 
2 Sam. 11:1-2)

2. How did David try to cover his sin with Bathsheba? 
(First, David tried to get Uriah to come be with his 
wife. Then David decided to get Uriah killed in battle; 
2 Sam. 11:7-15)

3. What did David say about the rich man in Nathan’s 
story? (He deserved to die, 2 Sam. 12:5)

4. What do you think David meant when he wrote that 
he had sinned against God alone? [See Psalm 51:4.] 
Guide kids to discuss the idea that God is our Creator 
and King. He is the one who makes all the rules, so all 
our sin is against Him. Our wrong actions against God 
are the most serious part of our sin because God is the 
perfect Creator and King of the universe.

5. If God always knows our sin, why do you think 
confession and repentance are so important? Define 
confession as “the act of admitting our sin to God or 
others.” Remind kids that repentance is turning away 
from sin and turning to Jesus. Guide kids to discuss 
that confession helps us to see that we need God, and 
repentance is the act of turning to Him for salvation.

6. Do you have any sins in your life that you are 
trying to hide from God or other people? Help 
kids think honestly about their life. If kids choose to 
confess something, listen graciously, thank them for 
their honesty, and pray with them that God will begin 
healing the damage sin causes in our lives.

SAY • David repented and God forgave him. When we 
confess sin and repent, God forgives and restores us.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.

Note: Victims of 
abuse often blame 
themselves. If a 
kid discloses abuse 
or neglect, affirm 
that the kid is not 
at fault. Always 
report abuse or 
neglect to the 
proper authorities.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Share it
Print the “Gospel Pages” printable and place the 

pages faceup in the center of the room. As a group, review 
“The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me.” Emphasize the symbols 
used to represent each step of the plan, and point out the 
matching symbols on the pages on the floor.

Form two teams and instruct the teams to stand on 
opposite sides of the room. Explain that you will read a 
section of the gospel plan. The first player to run to the 
middle of the room, grab the correct symbol, and return 
to her team earns one point for her team. At the end of the 
game, instruct kids holding the pages to come to the middle 
of the room. Invite the other kids to help put the symbols 
in order. Then practice sharing the gospel together.
SAY • David repented and God forgave him. When we 

repent of sin, God forgives us too! Many people 
all over the world don’t know the good news that 
Jesus died for our sins. We can share the gospel with 
people wherever we are. By supporting missionaries 
through prayer and giving, we can help reach the 
nations with the gospel. 

OPTION 2: Broken hearts
Provide each kid with a sheet of construction paper. Help 
the kids fold their papers in half and draw the shape of half 
a heart centered on the crease. Then provide scissors for the 
kids to cut along their marking so that when they unfold 
the paper, it makes a heart. Task the kids with cutting their 
heart into about five or six irregular shapes. After this, kids 
should swap their heart puzzles with one another and try to 
reassemble them You may provide tape for kids to hold their 

• “Gospel Pages” 
printable

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
from Teach the 
Story.

• construction paper
• scissors
• tape
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puzzles together.
SAY • Even after putting those hearts back together, they are 

not fully restored. The damage of cutting them apart 
has already been done. David repented and God 
forgave him, but his sin still had consequences. 

In our lives, when God repairs our hearts from the 
damage sin causes, it may feel like the restoration 
isn’t complete. Sin hurts us and others. But one day, 
Jesus will return to earth as the perfect King. When 
he does, all sin will be removed and all brokenness 
will be fully and permanently fixed. How is Jesus the 
perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules over the universe 
as the King of kings.  

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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