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BIBLE PASSAGE:  
1 Kings 11–12

STORY POINT: God divided 
Israel into two kingdoms because 

Solomon sinned.

KEY PASSAGE:  
James 1:5

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What does God know? God knows 
everything about the past, present, 

and future.

The Kingdom 
Divided
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LEADER Bible Study
King Solomon loved God. He received wisdom from the Lord and was 
dedicated to building His temple. But early on, we see hints that Solomon’s 
heart was not completely devoted to God. He married foreign wives who 
turned Solomon’s heart away from God. (1 Kings 11:4)

Solomon gradually abandoned what he had believed. Israel had a history 
of turning away from God, and Solomon was no exception.

God was angry with Solomon. He had warned him twice not to turn to 
false gods. God planned to discipline Solomon by taking the kingdom 
away from his family. God was going to take the kingdom from Solomon’s 
son Rehoboam—every tribe except for one. God graciously left one tribe 
for Rehoboam, keeping the promise He made to David. (See 2 Sam. 7:16.)

God set apart Jeroboam, one of Solomon’s servants, to become leader over 
10 tribes of Israel. Parts of the tribe of Benjamin followed Jeroboam, and 
some followed Rehoboam. When Solomon died, all of Israel gathered to 
make Rehoboam their new king. They asked Rehoboam to lighten the 
burden of service Solomon had given them, but Rehoboam refused. In 
fact, he promised to make their work even harder.

Israel rebelled against Rehoboam and made Jeroboam king. Only the tribe 
of Judah stayed with Rehoboam. So the kingdom was divided into two 
kingdoms—the Northern Kingdom was called Israel (ruled by Jeroboam) 
and the Southern Kingdom was called Judah (ruled by Rehoboam).

Every king failed to lead God’s people perfectly. God had a plan to send 
them a better king, a perfect king. God would use the house of David—
the single tribe He reserved for Rehoboam—to bring into the world His 
Son, Jesus, to become King over all of God’s people forever and lead them 
back to God.
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Story is char.style 

The Kingdom Divided
1 Kings 11–12

King Solomon loved God, but he did not love God with his 
whole heart. Solomon had hundreds of wives, and many of them were 
from other nations. Solomon’s wives turned him away from God, and 

he began to worship the false gods that his wives worshiped.
God was angry. God said to Solomon, 

“Since you have done this, I will 
take the kingdom away from 

you. You will be king the rest 
of your life, but when your 
son becomes king, he will 
lose everything except for 
one tribe.”

When Solomon died, his 
son Rehoboam (REE huh 
BOH uhm) became king. 
The people told Rehoboam, 
“Your father, Solomon, made 

us work too hard. We will 
gladly serve you if you make 

our work easier.”
Rehoboam thought about it and 

asked his father’s friends for advice. 
“Be kind to the workers and they will 

work for you forever,” they said. But 
Rehoboam ignored that advice. He asked his 

own friends what he should do. Rehoboam listened 
to his friends and told the workers, “My father did not make you 
work hard enough! I’ll make you work even harder!”

The people did not want to serve a king like Rehoboam, so they 

The BIBLE Story
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Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Display a map: 
Show a map of 
the tribes of Israel 
or show the Old 
Testament Kingdoms 
Map from the Giant 
Timeline and Map Set 
(005802970). Point 
out the split of the 
kingdom into the 
Southern Kingdom 
of Judah and the 
Northern Kingdom 
of Israel.

• Vary your 
voice: Use a stern, 
commanding voice 
for God’s words. Use 
a pleading voice for 
the people and an 
arrogant, cruel voice 
for Rehoboam.

made Jeroboam (JER uh BOH uhm) king. Jeroboam had 
been one of Solomon’s officials. Now he was king of the 
Northern Kingdom of Israel. Only one tribe remained 
under Rehoboam’s rule, and that was the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah.

Rehoboam did not like being king of only one tribe. 
He planned to attack the northern kingdom of Israel, but 
God sent a prophet to stop him. The prophet had a message 
from God: “Do not fight them; the people of Israel are part 
of your family. I am the Lord, and I am in control of what 
is happening.” So Rehoboam went home.

Now Jeroboam was the king of Israel, but he wasn’t a 
good king. When the people of Israel traveled to Jerusalem 
to worship God at the temple, Jeroboam worried that 
they would start thinking of Rehoboam as their leader. 
So Jeroboam made two golden calves and told the people, 
“Going to Jerusalem is too difficult for you. Here are your 
gods who brought you up from the land of Egypt. You can 
worship them!”

What Jeroboam did was a sin! Those calves did not 
lead God’s people out of Egypt; God led His people out of 
Egypt. Jeroboam led all the people to worship the false 
gods instead of the one true God.

Christ Connection: King Solomon failed to lead God’s 
people perfectly. God’s people needed a better king, a perfect 
king! Through David’s family, God would send His own Son, 
Jesus Christ, to be a perfect King over God’s people forever. Jesus 
is greater than Solomon. Jesus brings His people together and 
leads them back to God.
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head1 (“Opening” is 

The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 

INTRODUCE the Story
SESSION TITLE: The Kingdom Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
STORY POINT: God divided Israel into two kingdoms because Solomon 

sinned.
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does God know? God knows everything 

about the past, present, and future.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to share about a time 
they broke something. What did they break? Were they able 
to fix it?
SAY • When some things break, we can have them fixed. 

Other things may be easier to replace than try to fix, 
and some things might not be fixable at all! Today 
we will learn about a time Solomon chose to disobey 
God. As a result, the whole kingdom of Israel split! 
What do you think could patch that up?

Activity page (5 minutes)
Invite kids to complete the “The Big Split” activity page. 
Instruct the kids to look at the two versions of the Bible 
story art to find and circle the seven differences. Some 
might be less obvious!
SAY • That activity had two versions of the picture. Today 

we will learn about a time the kingdom of Israel split 
into two! Why do you think God would split His 
people’s kingdom in two?

• “The Big Split” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers
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Session starter (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Would you rather?
Read a series of questions, each starting with Would you 
rather … Ask the kids to move to one side of the room or 
the other based on their preferences in each statement. After 
kids form the two groups, choose a volunteer from each 
group to explain why he chose the side he chose. 

Example statements:
• have no eyebrows, or no fingernails?
• only ever eat your favorite food, or never eat it again?
• have a pet dog or a pet cat?
• have harder work to do or have easier work to do?

SAY • Interesting answers, everyone! That was a fun game 
to see what we all prefer. In our Bible story today, 
the people of Israel asked their new king to give 
them less work, and he said he was going to do the 
opposite. How do you think they felt about that?

OPTION 2: Hidden halves
Print the “Hidden Half” printable. Cut out each picture 
and then cut each picture in half. Hide one half of each 
picture somewhere around the room. Then provide the 
kids with the halves you still have, and challenge them to 
find the missing halves to complete the pictures. You may 
provide tape to rejoin the pictures.
SAY • You found all the halves! In our story today, we will 

learn about when the kingdom of Israel split. It 
wasn’t exactly in half though. We’ll learn more soon.

Transition to teach the story

• “Hidden Half” 
printable

• tape (optional)
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head1 (“Opening” is 

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
[Leader enters wearing a white lab coat with feathers stuck to 
it.]
LEADER • My friends! Welcome back to my lab. You may 

remember, I am Professor Peregrine, and I study 
birds. Can anyone remember the big word that 
describes what I do? [Allow responses.] Great memory! 
Ornithology is the study of birds. Are you ready for 
your fun bird fact?

Many kinds of birds are monogamous. That means 
when one female and one male bird decide to nest 
together, they stay together for the rest of their lives! 
A bonded pair of birds won’t split up until one of 
them dies. And in some cases, even after one of 
the pair dies, the one that is alive will not pair with 
another mate. It’s amazing how God created so many 
different creatures that behave in such amazing ways. 

You know, it kind of makes me think of our story 

• countdown video

• leader attire

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story
SESSION TITLE: The Kingdom Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
STORY POINT: God divided Israel into two kingdoms because Solomon 

sinned.
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does God know? God knows everything 

about the past, present, and future.
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this week. However, our story isn’t about something 
joining together forever, it’s about something that got 
split in two! I’ll tell you more soon.

Big picture question (1 minute)
LEADER • But first, let’s review our big picture question. 

Can any of you say it from memory? [Allow 
responses.] Great work! What does God know? God 
knows everything about the past, present, and 
future. That means we can totally trust God. He 
won’t forget things, won’t overlook things, and won’t 
be surprised by things. Every detail is covered in His 
perfect plans. That’s why we know wisdom from 
God is true wisdom! 

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Solomon became king after his father, David. 

Solomon had the chance to ask God for anything, 
and asked for wisdom. God gave Solomon wisdom 
to lead His people. God also gave Solomon wealth 
and power. Solomon wrote many things to teach 
God’s people that wisdom is fearing the Lord and 
obeying His Word. Then, God used Solomon to 
fulfill His promise to David. God led His people to 
build a temple where He would dwell with them. 
However, as wise as Solomon was, he was not a 
perfect king. Only Jesus is perfect.

Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to 1 Kings 11–12. Use the Bible 

• Giant Timeline

• Bibles
• “The Kingdom 

Divided” video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
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head1 (“Opening” is 

storytelling tips on the Bible story page to help you tell 
the story, or show the Bible story video “The Kingdom 
Divided.”
LEADER • Solomon’s story is a sad one, but it helps us see 

that even a wise person can make foolish, sinful 
choices. Solomon married more than one woman, 
and some of his wives were from groups of people 
that God said not to marry. Those groups of people 
worshiped false gods and did evil things. Over time, 
Solomon’s heart turned away from God. 

Solomon began to worship the evil, false gods that 
his wives worshiped. God was angry with Solomon, 
but He also remembered His covenant with David. 
God warned Solomon that the kingdom would be 
taken from Solomon’s son, except for one tribe. 

When Solomon died, his son Rehoboam became 
king. He did not show wisdom, and he drove the 
people away. But though it may have seemed that 
Rehoboam was to blame, it was really Solomon 
whose sin caused the mess. God divided Israel into 
two kingdoms because Solomon sinned. 

We learned that David was a great king, but not 
the perfect King that God’s people needed. Solomon 
was a wise and powerful king, but he was not the 
perfect King the people needed either. Solomon’s sin 
divided the kingdom, but Jesus’ righteousness will 
unite all believers to God.

Christ connection
LEADER • King Solomon failed to lead God’s people 

perfectly. God’s people needed a better king, a perfect 
king! Through David’s family, God would send His 

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.

210 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 12 • Session 4

Book 1.indb   210 11/27/18   9:07 AM



own Son, Jesus Christ, to be a perfect King over 
God’s people forever. Jesus is greater than Solomon. 
Jesus brings His people together and leads them back 
to God.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Unit 12, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about times they don’t want to go to 
church. Guide them to discuss what it means to be devoted 
to God.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 
Play the “Going West (Part 3)” missions video.

LEADER • For the Mandrell family, being missionaries in 
Denver, Colorado, means asking God for wisdom 
in what to do and where to go to share the good 
news about His Son. Many times, God gives them 
opportunities to invite people into their home and 
to their church. Can you think of ways you can share 
the good news with people you know?

Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together James 1:5. Then sing “If Any of You.”
LEADER • Our key passage reminds us that God does not 

withhold wisdom. When we ask God for wisdom, 
He gives it generously. God is good. He enjoys giving 
us good things and always does what is best. 

Sing (4 minutes)
LEADER • It’s so good to know that our King isn’t like an 

earthly king who may start out strong and end up 

• “Unit 12, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Going West (Part 3)” 
missions video

• Key Passage Poster
• “If Any of You” song

• “King of Kings” song
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making sinful choices. What does God know? God 
knows everything about the past, present, and 
future. That means God always knows the best thing 
to do and always has the power to do it. Let’s sing 
praises to our King of kings. 

Sing together “King of Kings.”

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for Your faithfulness. Even 

when Solomon sinned, You kept Your promise to 
David. You sent Jesus to save us from sin, and He 
is King forever. Help us have wisdom to follow You 
each day, now and in the future. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.
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head1 (“Opening” is head1 (“Opening” is 

The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 

APPLY the Story
SESSION TITLE: The Kingdom Divided
BIBLE PASSAGE: 1 Kings 11–12
STORY POINT: God divided Israel into two kingdoms because Solomon 

sinned.
KEY PASSAGE: James 1:5
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What does God know? God knows everything 

about the past, present, and future.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Take volunteers to say the key passage from memory. Thank 
each kid for her efforts and encourage all kids to continue 
memorizing the verse. Then write the first letter of each 
word in the key passage in the order the words appear. 
Challenge the kids to fill in the missing letters to complete 
the key passage. 
SAY • James reminds us that all we have to do to gain 

wisdom from God is ask Him for it! God is the 
source of all wisdom. He gives us wisdom in multiple 
ways. We can gain wisdom through studying His 
Word, by spending time with other believers, 
through the Holy Spirit’s guidance, and through 
prayer. 

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them find 
1 Kings 11–12. Briefly review some of the differences 
between the Old Testament and the New Testament. Ask 
the kids to identify which Bible division 1 Kings is in (Old 
Testament History) and see if anyone can name the other 
books that share that division (Joshua–Esther). Remind the 

• Key Passage Poster
• dry erase board or 

chalkboard
• dry erase markers 

or chalk

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster

214 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 12 • Session 4

Book 1.indb   214 11/27/18   9:07 AM



kids that we use divisions to help us organize the Bible. 
Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:

1. How did Solomon sin? (Solomon married many 
women, and Solomon worshiped their false gods; 1 
Kings 11:2-4)

2. What did Rehoboam say that angered the people? 
(He promised to make their lives harder, not easier; 
1 Kings 12:13-14)

3. How did Jeroboam lead the Northern Kingdom into 
sin? (He made idols to prevent people from worshiping 
at the temple; 1 Kings 12:27-30)

4. If Solomon had so much wisdom, why did he 
worship false gods? Guide kids to remember that 
wisdom cannot save us. Help them see that wisdom is 
valuable, but if cannot fix the brokenness in our hearts. 
We need salvation through Jesus to have our hearts fixed 
to love and obey God.

5. Why did God allow Rehoboam to stay king over 
Judah? Guide kids to see that God’s covenant to David 
was not broken by Solomon’s sin. God keeps His 
promises even though we sin. He promised to send the 
Messiah through David’s family and that a member of 
David’s family would be on the throne forever. 

6. If God was going to let Rehoboam stay king, why 
divide the kingdom at all? Guide kids to understand 
that sin always has consequences. God loves us even 
when we sin, but He does not always protect us from the 
consequences of our sin. Thankfully, through Jesus, we 
can have salvation and freedom from sin.

SAY • God divided Israel into two kingdoms because 
Solomon sinned. Solomon was wise, but not 
perfect. Jesus is our wise and perfect King.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Be ready
Print multiple sets of the “Gospel Flashcards” and 

cut them apart. Punch a hole in each card. Provide each 
kid with a set of the cards. Invite kids to color their cards, 
and then help them insert a metal binder ring through the 
holes to hold their cards together. Use the cards to practice 
sharing the gospel.
SAY • Great job sharing the gospel. It is wise to be prepared 

to tell others about Jesus. In fact, the Bible tells us 
to be ready to teach the gospel all the time! [See 
2 Tim. 4:2 and 1 Pet. 3:15.] God might not call you 
to travel far from home, but He has commanded all 
Christians to live on mission by loving others and 
telling them about Jesus.

OPTION 2: Whole or half-hearted?
Write scenarios on index cards. Invite kid volunteers to 
draw cards one at a time. Each volunteer must act out the 
scenario on the card once with a whole-hearted attitude and 
once with a half-hearted attitude. The other kids must guess 
what activity the volunteer is acting out.

Suggested scenarios:
• You have to clean your room before you can go to 
your friend’s house.

• You have been selected to be the line leader at school.
• You score a goal in your soccer game.
• You are learning a new dance move that is popular at 
your school.

• You are going to pick up a new pet from the animal 
shelter.

SAY • Some of those scenarios would be very fun and some 

• “Gospel Flashcards” 
printable

• scissors
• hole punch
• loose-leaf binder 

rings

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• index cards
• pen
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might not be fun; either way, it’s obvious when 
someone is doing something whole-heartedly.

Solomon obeyed God at first, but the Bible tells 
us that when he got older, his heart was not wholly 
devoted to God. His obedience was half-hearted, 
and eventually he didn’t obey at all. God divided 
Israel into two kingdoms because Solomon 
sinned. When we trust in Jesus, the Holy Spirit lives 
in us. He helps us love God and obey Him whole-
heartedly.

Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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