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BIBLE PASSAGE:  
2 Samuel 9

STORY POINT:  
David showed kindness to 

Jonathan’s son.

KEY PASSAGE:  
Psalm 145:13

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus 

perfectly rules over the universe as the 
King of kings.

David’s Kindness
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LEADER Bible Study
Though King Saul was an adversary to David, Saul’s son Jonathan loved 
him as much as he loved himself. (See 1 Sam. 18:1) Before David fled 
from King Saul and journeyed toward Moab, Jonathan appealed to his 
friend David, “If I continue to live, show me kindness from the LORD, 
but if I die, don’t ever withdraw your kindness from my household” 
(1 Sam. 20:14-15a).

Following the deaths of King Saul and his son Jonathan, David was made 
king over Israel. The Lord was with David, and he experienced numerous 
military victories. David remembered the promise he made to his best 
friend Jonathan and was determined to keep it.

David asked a servant of Saul’s family if anyone remained from Saul’s family. 
The servant mentioned Jonathan’s son. Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth (meh 
FIB oh sheth) had been injured when he was five years old, so his feet 
were crippled. (2 Sam. 4:4) David brought Mephibosheth to his house. 
Mephibosheth fell facedown before David. As a descendant of Saul, he 
was right to fear the king. But David said, “Don’t be afraid.” 

David showed kindness to Mephibosheth, promising to restore to him 
all of Saul’s fields. He appointed servants to work the fields. The fields 
would provide an income for Mephibosheth. David also announced that 
Mephibosheth would eat meals at David’s table, just like one of the king’s 
sons. So Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem and always ate at the king’s 
table.

As you teach kids the story of David’s kindness toward Mephibosheth, go 
beyond the lesson that we can be kind like David. Highlight King David’s 
surprising and gracious kindness to Mephibosheth. Then point them to 
Jesus. In a greater way than David, God shows surprising kindness to us. 
(Eph. 2:7) Because of Jesus, He invites us into His family and gives us life 
with Him forever.
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Story is char.style 

David’s Kindness
2 Samuel 9

David was a good king for Israel. He defeated his enemies, and he 
obeyed God to do what was fair and right for God’s people. One day, 
David thought about King Saul and his family. David and Saul’s son 

Jonathan had been best friends. He had promised to be 
kind to Jonathan’s family. David wondered if 

anyone from that family was still alive. 
David said to one of Saul’s 

servants, “I want to show 
kindness to someone from 
Saul’s family. Is anyone still 
alive?”

The servant said, “Yes, 
Jonathan’s son—the one 
whose feet were injured—is 
still alive.”

The servant told David 
where Jonathan’s son lived. 

His name was Mephibosheth 
(meh FIB oh sheth). David 

called for him to his palace in 
Jerusalem. When Mephibosheth 

arrived, he bowed down before David 
to show respect.
“Mephibosheth!” David said. 

Mephibosheth answered, “I am your 
servant.”

“Don’t be afraid. I made a promise to your father, Jonathan, and 
I want to show you kindness for your father’s sake.”

David told Mephibosheth what he would do for him. “I will give 

The BIBLE Story
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Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Emphasize 
emotion: Use 
dramatic facial 
expressions and 
vary your voice to 
show the afffection 
David felt for 
Jonathan and the 
fear Mephibosheth 
may have felt when 
going before David. 
Demonstrate the love 
and kindness David 
showed Mephibosheth.

• Vary your voice: 
Use a different 
voice for David, 
David’s servant, and 
Mephibosheth. Switch 
between them to help 
kids understand who 
is speaking.

you all the land that belonged to your grandfather, Saul. 
Also, I want you to eat all your meals at my table.”

Mephibosheth bowed down. “Why would you show 
such kindness to someone like me?” he wondered.

David made sure that Saul’s servants would take care 
of the land and farm it for Mephibosheth. From that 
time on, Mephibosheth lived at the palace and ate his 
meals at King David’s table as if he were one of King 
David’s own sons.

Christ Connection: King David showed surprising kindness 
to Mephibosheth even though he didn’t have to. In a greater 
way, God shows surprising kindness to us. Because of Jesus, He 
invites us into His family and gives us life with Him forever.
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head1 (“Opening” is 

The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 

INTRODUCE the Story
SESSION TITLE: David’s Kindness
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 9
STORY POINT: David showed kindness to Jonathan’s son.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 

over the universe as the King of kings.

Welcome time
Greet each kid as he or she arrives. Use this time to collect 
the offering, fill out attendance sheets, and help new kids 
connect to your group. Prompt kids to talk about times 
they showed kindness to someone or were shown kindness.
SAY • What does it mean to be kind? [Allow responses.] 

Kindness means treating people in a way that makes 
them feel loved, special, and cared for. We can show 
kindness in many different ways. At times showing 
kindness may feel easy, like when you are kind to a 
good friend. Other times, showing kindness may feel 
impossible, like being kind to an enemy. We’ll learn 
more about being kind soon.

Activity page (5 minutes)
Invite kids to complete the “Kind Crossword” activity page. 
Kids will look at the clues and pictures to put the words in 
the correct blanks.
SAY • All those words are names or keywords from our 

Bible story today. Saul was jealous of David and 
hated him, but Saul’s son Jonathan was David’s best 
friend. We’ll learn more about them later. 

• “Kind Crossword” 
activity page, 
1 per kid

• pencils or markers

108 Younger Kids Leader Guide
Unit 11 • Session 4

Book 1.indb   108 11/27/18   9:07 AM



Session starter (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Chain of kindness
Instruct the kids to sit in a circle. Select a kid to go first. He 
will say something kind about the kid to his right, who will 
say something kind about the kid to her right, and so forth. 
Be prepared with kind things to say about each kid, in case 
any kid has a hard time thinking of what to say. 
SAY • Using our words is a great way to show kindness to 

other people. Saying something nice about others is 
easy, and it can go a long way toward helping that 
person feel good. God wants us to show kindness to 
everyone we meet, even people who are unkind to 
us. That could be difficult. We’ll learn more about 
kindness today. 

OPTION 2: Draw for dinner
Provide the kids with paper, pencils, and crayons or 
markers. Ask the kids to draw two pictures on their paper. 
In the first picture, kids should draw what they would serve 
for dinner if their best friends were coming over. In the 
second picture kids should draw what they would serve if 
their worst enemies were coming over.
SAY • Great drawings. Today we will learn about a time 

David invited someone over for dinner. It wasn’t his 
best friend or his worst enemy. In fact, it was the 
son of his best friend and the grandson of his worst 
enemy! Why do you think King David had that man 
over for dinner?

Transition to teach the story

• paper
• pencils
• crayons or markers
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head1 (“Opening” is 

Countdown
Show the countdown video as you transition to teach the 
story. Set it to end as the session begins.

Introduce the session (3 minutes)
[Leader enters carrying a clipboard and pen, crossing out 
something.]
LEADER • Hey there, friends! I’m so happy you’ve come 

back to Mrs. McCusik’s Hall of Music. I just got 
done updating some records. In addition to selling 
music and instruments, I also rent instruments to 
people who can’t afford to buy them so they can still 
learn to play. I had one customer though who kept 
missing his trumpet rental payments. So I had to 
take him off my list of renters.

But don’t worry! I moved him onto my list of 
“people I just gave a trumpet.” I wanted him to be 
able to pursue his passion for the music, so I decided 
to donate a trumpet to him. Now he can play 
whenever he wants, and he doesn’t have to worry 
about making payments. I just wish my business 
could afford to give everyone an instrument!

• countdown video

• leader attire
• clipboard
• pen

Tip: If you prefer 
not to use 
themed content 
or characters, 
adapt or omit this 
introduction.

TEACH the Story
SESSION TITLE: David’s Kindness
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 9
STORY POINT: David showed kindness to Jonathan’s son.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 

over the universe as the King of kings.
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You know, some people might hear a story like 
that and think, You just gave him the trumpet? That 
makes no sense. He missed payments! He didn’t deserve 
a free trumpet. But showing kindness isn’t about who 
deserves it, it’s about spreading the goodness and 
grace of Jesus. You know, I think I know just the 
story to help me explain. 

Big picture question (1 minute)
LEADER • Our story today will help us understand even 

more about our big picture question and answer. We 
have learned about many of the ways David was a 
great king, but he was not a perfect king. Only Jesus 
is our perfect King. How is Jesus the perfect King? 
Jesus perfectly rules over the universe as the King of 
kings. Jesus always does what is good and right. He 
has all power and all authority, so His perfect plans 
will always come true. 

Giant timeline (1 minute)
Show the giant timeline. Point to individual Bible stories as 
you review.
LEADER • Saul disobeyed God, so God chose David to be 

king instead of Saul. That made Saul jealous, so he 
wanted to kill David. David showed mercy even 
though Saul hated him. David consistently trusted 
God. In fact, David was known as a man after God’s 
own heart, and God promised that the Messiah 
would come from David’s family. This week we will 
learn what David did when he learned about Saul’s 
grandson who was alive after the rest of Saul’s family 
had been killed. 

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Giant Timeline
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Tell the Bible story (10 minutes)
Open your Bible to 2 Samuel 9. Use the Bible storytelling 
tips on the Bible story page to help you tell the story, or 
show the Bible story video “David’s Kindness.”
LEADER • In those days, it was common for a new king to 

destroy the family of the old king to prevent the old 
king’s family from trying to take back the kingdom. 
When Mephibosheth, Saul’s grandson, was called on 
to see King David, he might have been terrified that 
David wanted to hurt him. But that’s not at all what 
happened.

David did not want to hurt Mephibosheth; David 
wanted to show him great kindness. David gave him 
lots of land and basically invited him to be a part 
of David’s family! This sort of kindness probably 
seemed radical and unheard of back then. It probably 
would still be seen that way today. 

Jonathan and David loved each other, and David 
showed kindness to Jonathan’s son Mephibosheth. 
King David did not have to show kindness to 
Mephibosheth, but he chose to anyway. There was 
nothing Mephibosheth could have done to earn 
David’s kindness, but that didn’t matter to David. 
Do you know another word for undeserved kindness? 
Grace is undeserved kindness! 

Christ connection
LEADER • That sounds kind of familiar, doesn’t it? Someone 

who cannot earn kindness was shown kindness 
anyway—that’s the gospel! King David showed 
surprising kindness to Mephibosheth even though he 
didn’t have to. In a greater way, God shows surprising 

• Bibles
• “David’s Kindness” 

video
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster

Note: You may use 
this opportunity to 
use Scripture and 
the guide provided 
to explain how to 
become a Christian. 
Make sure kids 
know when and 
where they can ask 
questions.
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kindness to us. Because of Jesus, He invites us into 
His family and gives us life with Him forever.

Even though we are born in sin and unable to 
please God, He still sent Jesus to die for us and make 
the way for us to live with Him forever. When we 
trust Jesus, God forgives our sin. God gives us new 
hearts that love Him, and He fills us with the Holy 
Spirit, who guides us and helps us obey God.

Questions from kids video (3 minutes)
Show the “Unit 11, Session 4” questions from kids video. 
Prompt kids to think about how we can show kindness 
to others. Guide them to discuss why showing kindness 
sometimes feels uncomfortable, and how we can overcome 
that discomfort to obey God.

Missions moment (3 minutes) 
Show the “Mudding in Mozambique” missions 

video. Then take some time to pray for the missionaries 
working in that part of the world.
LEADER • We have been learning about the African country 

of Mozambique. We have also been hearing from 
the Harrell family. They have been missionaries 
in this country for a long time but are only now 
seeing people choose to put their trust in Jesus, the 
perfect King. The new people joining God’s church 
often build places to meet. Their buildings might be 
very different from ours, but the King whom they 
worship is the exact same. How is Jesus the perfect 
King? Jesus perfectly rules over the universe as the 
King of kings.

• “Unit 11, Session 4” 
Questions from Kids 
video

• “Mudding in 
Mozambique” 
missions video
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Key passage (5 minutes)
Show the key passage poster. Lead the boys and girls to read 
together Psalm 145:13. Then sing “Your Kingdom.”
LEADER • David wrote Psalm 145. In it, he talks about 

God’s wonderful kingdom. David explained that 
God’s kingdom lasts forever. It never ends and will 
fill the whole earth. And who is the King of God’s 
perfect, everlasting kingdom? [Allow responses.] That’s 
right—it’s Jesus, the perfect King of kings! 

Sing (4 minutes)
LEADER • Let’s take some time to worship Jesus together 

by singing praises. He is our King of kings, and His 
perfect love for us lasts forever. 

Sing together “Crown Him With Many Crowns” or other 
songs of your choice.

Pray (2 minutes)
Invite kids to pray before dismissing to apply the story.
LEADER • Father, thank You for Your goodness to us. We 

know that Your grace to us is the only thing that 
protects us from Your righteous anger toward sin. 
Help us to love You more each day, and obey Jesus as 
our King of kings. Amen.

Dismiss to apply the story

• Key Passage Poster
• “Your Kingdom” song

• “Crown Him With 
Many Crowns” song

• other songs of your 
choice
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The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel 
means “good news.” It is the message about Christ, the kingdom of God, 
and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.

God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created 
everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to read 
Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud 
and explain what these verses mean.

We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has 
chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls this sin. Because God is 
holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s 
punishment of death. (Romans 6:23)

God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God 
sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem, to rescue us from 
the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on 
our own. Jesus alone saves us. Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.

Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the 
cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up His life for us, we can 
be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read 
Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.

We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read 
Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in your heart 
that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, 
turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell God and others that your faith is in Jesus.

Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. 
Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to take home and complete 
with their families.

115Great King David

Book 1.indb   115 11/27/18   9:07 AM



head1 (“Opening” is head1 (“Opening” is 

The low prep icon is 
anchored. Just select 
with type tool and paste 
in another location if 

APPLY the Story
SESSION TITLE: David’s Kindness
BIBLE PASSAGE: 2 Samuel 9
STORY POINT: David showed kindness to Jonathan’s son.
KEY PASSAGE: Psalm 145:13
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How is Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules 

over the universe as the King of kings.

Key passage activity (5 minutes)
Invite volunteers to say the verse from memory. Thank 
each volunteer for their efforts and encourage all the kids to 
keep working on the verse. Display the key passage poster, 
covering all the words with sticky notes. Challenge the kids 
to say the verse from memory, removing sticky notes to 
reveal words only if the kids get stuck. 
SAY • David wrote many of the poems and songs collected 

in the Book of Psalms. In our key passage, David 
wrote that God’s kingdom goes on forever. It never 
ends because Jesus is the perfect King forever. How is 
Jesus the perfect King? Jesus perfectly rules over the 
universe as the King of kings.

Discussion & Bible skills (10 minutes)
Distribute a Bible to each kid. Help them use the table of 
contents and large chapter numbers to find 2 Samuel 9. Ask 
the kids which Bible division 2 Samuel is in (Old Testament 
History) and consider asking about other books that are 
part of that division (Joshua–Esther). You may choose to 
invite a strong reader in your group to read all or part of the 
passage. 

• Key Passage Poster
• sticky notes

• Bibles, 1 per kid
• Story Point Poster
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Ask the following questions. Lead the group to discuss:
1. Who was Mephibosheth? (Saul’s grandson, Jonathan’s 

son; 2 Sam. 9:6)
2. What did David do for Mephibosheth? (showed 

kindness, gave land, and invited him to eat at David’s 
table; 2 Sam. 9:7)

3. Why did David show kindness to Mephibosheth? 
(David and Jonathan were best friends, and Jonathan 
had asked David to promise to love and care for 
Jonathan’s family; 1 Sam. 20:14-15; 2 Sam. 9:1)

4. Why do you think God wants us to show kindness 
to others? Guide kids to see that God’s kindness to us 
by sending Jesus is much greater than any kindness we 
could show. By showing kindness, we offer the world a 
small picture of what God’s love and kindness look like. 

5. When is it easy to be kind? When is it difficult? 
Guide kids to think about how it is easy to be kind 
toward people who are kind toward you. Help them see 
that Jesus was kind toward us by dying on the cross even 
when we were enemies of God. His kindness is perfect, 
and we can trust God to help us show extreme kindness.

6. Whom could you show kindness to this week? Guide 
kids to think about the name or names of people they 
know whom they could show kindness to. Encourage the 
kids to come up with real steps they could take to show 
Jesus’ love.

SAY • David showed kindness to Jonathan’s son. Even 
though Mephibosheth did not have anything to offer 
a powerful king, David still showed him kindness. 
This points us to Jesus, who showed us kindness even 
though we were sinners.

Option: Retell or 
review the Bible 
story using the 
bolded text of the 
Bible story script.
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Activity choice (10 minutes)
OPTION 1: Mud art
Provide each kid with a lump of brown clay. Help 

them form the clay into a cross shape. Give the kids plastic 
gems or colorful beads to press into the clay as decoration. 
Give each kid a bit of waxed paper to place their cross on to 
dry and harden.
SAY • In Mozambique, some Christians build places to 

meet out of mud because mud is inexpensive and 
fairly easy to build with. When you see your cross, 
remember that no matter where you live or what 
kind of building you meet in, Jesus is the perfect 
King whom we worship. How is Jesus the perfect 
King? Jesus perfectly rules over the universe 
as the King of kings. Remember to pray for the 
missionaries and people living in Mozambique. 

OPTION 2: Kind cards
Provide the kids with paper and markers or crayons. Help 
them fold their sheets of paper in half and write kind, 
encouraging messages inside. Allow them to decorate their 
cards. Encourage the kids to give the cards to someone 
they know this week. Challenge them to give the cards to a 
person they might not normally show kindness. 
SAY • David showed kindness to Jonathan’s son, even 

though he did not have to. In an even greater way, 
Jesus showed us kindness. We were sinners and 
enemies of God, but Jesus laid down His life for us 
anyway because He loves us. When we trust Jesus, 
God forgives our sin and gives us new life. 

• brown clay
• plastic gems or 

colorful beads
• waxed paper

Tip: Use this 
activity option 
to reinforce the 
missions moment 
found in Teach the 
Story.

• paper
• crayons or markers
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Reflection and prayer (5 minutes)
Distribute a sheet of paper to each child. Ask the kids 
to write about or draw a picture to answer the following 
questions:

• What does this story teach me about God or about 
the gospel?

• What does this story teach me about myself?
• Whom can I tell about this story? 

Make sure to send the sheets home with kids alongside the 
activity page so that parents can see what their kids have 
been learning.

If time remains, take prayer requests or allow kids to 
complete the Bible story coloring page provided with this 
session. Pray for your group.

• pencils and crayons
• paper
• Bible Story Coloring 

Page, 1 per kid

Tip: Give parents 
this week’s Big 
Picture Cards for 
Families to allow 
families to interact 
with the biblical 
content at home.
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