
18 So he went in to his father and said, “My father.” And 
he said, “Here I am. Who are you, my son?” 19 Jacob said 
to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you 
told me; now sit up and eat of my game, that your soul 
may bless me.” 20 But Isaac said to his son, “How is it 
that you have found it so quickly, my son?” He answered, 
“Because the Lord your God granted me success.” … 
25 Then he said, “Bring it near to me, that I may eat of 
my son’s game and bless you.” So he brought it near to 
him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank. 

26 Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near and kiss 
me, my son.” 27 So he came near and kissed him. And 
Isaac smelled the smell of his garments and blessed him 
and said, “See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field 
that the Lord has blessed! 28 May God give you of the 
dew of heaven and of the fatness of the earth and plenty 
of grain and wine. 29 Let peoples serve you, and nations 
bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may 
your mother’s sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone 
who curses you, and blessed be everyone who blesses you!”

Scripture

Genesis 
27:18-20,25-29

Unit .03

Session .01

God’s Mercy 
to a Deceiver
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God is Merciful

Mercy refers to God’s compassion and 
is often expressed in God withholding 
something, such as punishment for sin 
(Eph. 2:4-5; Titus 3:5). Both mercy and 
grace are undeserved, meaning humanity 
can do nothing to earn God’s mercy and 
grace. If one could, then it would no 
longer be the free gift of mercy or grace.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

When have you been guilty of altering the truth (even just a little) to get 
something you wanted? How did that work out?

Do you think Jacob was right in what he 
did? How could he have approached the 
situation differently?

His Story
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God is Merciful

Mercy refers to God’s compassion and 
is often expressed in God withholding 
something, such as punishment for sin 
(Eph. 2:4-5; Titus 3:5). Both mercy and 
grace are undeserved, meaning humanity 
can do nothing to earn God’s mercy and 
grace. If one could, then it would no 
longer be the free gift of mercy or grace.

Main Point
God is merciful to use even the most 
unlikely people to build His kingdom.

How would you expect God to respond to Jacob because of his deceit? How 
did God respond? 

What are some examples in life where you have tried to do things your own 
way in your own time? 

How do you think God’s mercy in the moment and promise to use Jacob to 
fulfill His promises in the future encouraged Jacob? 
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His Story

If someone asked you about the meaning of Jacob’s vision, how would 
you respond?

How can you use this Old Testament example to point others to Jesus and 
the gospel? 

Christ Connection

Jacob’s stairway gives us a glimpse into the reversal of Babel. The people 
of Babel were trying to reach God by lifting up a tower, and it caused 
them to be dispersed all over the planet. But when the offspring of Jacob, 
God incarnate—Jesus of Nazareth—came down from heaven, He would 
be lifted up to draw all people to Himself. He would bless all the peoples 
of the earth and reunite them in Himself. John told us that Jesus is the true 
stairway to heaven (1:51). He is the One who reconnects earth and heaven.
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Our Mission

Head

In what kinds of situations do we find it easiest to lie? What do those 
situations tell us about what our hearts crave?

How does God’s grace to Jacob encourage us toward repentance? 

Heart

Do you find it easy to accept God’s grace and mercy toward Jacob in light of 
his sin?

Like Jacob, in what ways does experiencing the presence of God through 
Christ transform us?

Hands

What are some common dysfunctions in families? How can God’s grace 
through the gospel overcome these?

How does it give you hope to know God can work even through our lies and 
sinfulness to accomplish His plan?

Christ Connection

Jacob’s stairway gives us a glimpse into the reversal of Babel. The people 
of Babel were trying to reach God by lifting up a tower, and it caused 
them to be dispersed all over the planet. But when the offspring of Jacob, 
God incarnate—Jesus of Nazareth—came down from heaven, He would 
be lifted up to draw all people to Himself. He would bless all the peoples 
of the earth and reunite them in Himself. John told us that Jesus is the true 
stairway to heaven (1:51). He is the One who reconnects earth and heaven.
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Daily 
Devotions

Throughout the Bible, we see how God designed 
the family to be the primary building block of 
the community of faith and society as a whole. 
The husband-wife and parent-child relationships 
are the two most vital human relationships, only 
becoming more important when we understand 
how each parallels our relationship with God. 

It can be easy for us to look at the bigger picture 
of how God used this family—even through their 
adversity—to fulfill His promises and glorify 
Himself. That is certainly true, but at the same 
time, we need to step into this family’s pain with 
them. We have to remember these were real people 
who were part of a real family falling apart at the 
seams. We need to remember this because it is 
the reality for many families today—maybe even 
your own. We have to remember God’s ideal for 
the family and what we might experience are often 
driven apart by sin—ours and/or others. But at 
the same time, we remember reconciliation is at 
the heart of the gospel. Reconciliation between us 
and God, but also between spouses, parents and 
children, and siblings in broken families.

Where do you want God to bring 
healing and reconciliation in your 
family or in other close relationships?

Day 1

Genesis  
27:1-17

The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I relate 

to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?
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We can see this family’s dysfunction in the way 
the parents played favorites. Isaac loved Esau’s 
“manliness” and appreciated his ability to bring 
back food from the hunt. Rebekah favored Jacob, 
so when she overheard Isaac’s conversation with 
Esau, she came up with a plan to help Jacob receive 
the blessing instead of Esau.

The plot was to deceive Isaac into thinking that 
Jacob was Esau. Jacob would take goats from their 
flock so Rebekah could make a meal Isaac loved. 
Even though his father could not see well, Jacob 
knew that if Isaac touched him, then Isaac would 
realize Jacob was not Esau. Jacob was concerned 
his father would curse rather than bless him. But 
Rebekah had everything figured out. She clothed 
Jacob in Esau’s clothes, she put the goats’ skin on 
Jacob to make him hairy, and she prepared a meal 
her husband would like. 

Despite all this scheming, God continued to be 
gracious. He kept His promises. His plan to redeem 
the world will not be overcome by human sin

How does it encourage you that 
God can work sovereignly through 
your mistakes to bring about 
something good?

Day 2

Genesis 
27:18-29

A common criticism of the church is that it is full 
of hypocrites. One might respond by saying, yes, 
the church is full of imperfect people and because 
of sin, hypocrisy exists. Backstabbing, deception, 
lying, and pride can be on full display. And this 
can cause us to wonder how God could ever use the 
church. How can God use such broken people to 
bring His will to pass and glorify Himself? Maybe 
you’ve wondered that about yourself. 

Yet the more we study Scripture, the more we 
discover the problems we have today are the same 
problems people have had throughout history. And 
more importantly, we discover in ourselves the 
same troubles we see in those around us. Others 
can look at us and ask the same exact question we 
are asking!

But as we read through the story of Scripture, we 
also see that God used these people—as broken 
and sinful as they were. This is good news for us, 
because it reassures us that He can also use us for 
great good and for His redemptive purposes. God 
still uses us to bring blessing to this world—not 
because of who we are but because of who He is. 

What makes you feel as if God cannot 
use you? How have you seen Him use 
you in surprising ways? 

Day 3

Genesis 
27:30-46
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It might be easy to miss the detail of Isaac finally 
coming around to God’s plan of carrying on the 
promises through Jacob, not Esau. Just before this, 
Esau was angry and wanted to kill his twin brother. 
Just after this, we read about Jacob’s first encounter 
with God during his travels. But we can learn a lot 
from Isaac’s blessing here. Yes, Isaac made a mistake 
earlier in attempting to bless Esau despite God’s 
revealed will for Jacob to be the son of promise. 
And yes, his family was divided and in strife. But 
here God demonstrated His patience and grace. 
God continued to work on Isaac’s heart and gave 
him time to obey. And God is just as patient and 
gracious with us in our slowness and disobedience.

What disobedience do you need to 
confess to God today? Repent and 
thank God for His grace and patience 
toward you. 

Day 4

Genesis  
28:1-9

It is easy for us to focus on Jacob’s flaws—he had 
a number of them, after all. But we can’t miss his 
spiritual sensitivity in this moment. He encountered 
God and responded appropriately in worship. 

How about us? How often have we missed God at 
work in our lives because we have been too busy, 
too distracted, or too blinded to Him? May we 
have the spiritual sensitivity to see God at work in 
the moment.

How has God been at work in your 
life recently? How has He grown you, 
blessed you, and used you? 

Day 5

Genesis 
28:10-22
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