
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

The ark of God had become a superstition for the 
Israelites. Yes, the ark represented God’s presence 
with His people, but they seemed to have gone 
beyond that. They thought they could find victory 
in the ark itself instead of through the God of 
the ark. We should not be surprised to read of 
the defeat that followed. God is a jealous God, a 
consuming fire, and He will not allow His people 
to trust in anything but Him—for His glory and 
His people’s good. 

God is no less jealous today. We may not have an ark 
to trust in, but we can make the same mistake just 
in different ways. We have our own superstitions. 
We can place our trust in church attendance—if 
we miss a week we fear God might chastise us, 
or rather, that He will bless us because of our 
faithful attendance. We can trust in our behavior, 
our theological knowledge, our denominational 
allegiance, and so forth. There is nothing inherently 
wrong with these—they are good things—but they 
are not the one thing upon which we must place 
our trust. Our trust is to rest on Christ and His 
completed work alone. All else is superstition, and 
it will not take our gracious God long to bring 
defeat into our lives, so that victory, trusting in 
Him alone, may follow. 

What might you be prone to trust in 
rather than in Christ alone?

Day 1

1 Samuel  
4:1-11
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Eli’s daughter-in-law was close in her pronoun-
cement, but not close enough. We read her declare 
that the glory of the Lord had departed because of 
the ark’s capture (v. 21-22) and then she named her 
son Ichabod, which means “Where is the glory?” 
She was right to lament the departure of the Lord’s 
glory, but she missed why His glory may have been 
gone. It was not because of the ark of the Lord’s 
removal from the people but because of the people’s 
faithlessness to the God of the ark.  

We, too, should be just as quick to recognize 
the severity of God’s glory—even to the slightest 
degree—being removed from around us. We, 
too, should mourn and lament when God is not 
glorified as He ought to be. But our first response 
should not to be to look outside of ourselves for 
why His glory has been diminished, but rather 
within ourselves. We are here to be conduits of 
God’s glory—ambassadors of the gospel which has 
taken hold of us and changed us into the image of 
Christ. May we earnestly desire to declare the glory 
of our God in word and deed so that others may 
join us in basking in its beautiful radiance. 

What opportunities do you have to 
glorify God in the days and weeks 
ahead? How will you?

Day 2

1 Samuel  
4:12-22 

The Philistines had a choice to make. They had 
witnessed the sobering, numbing power of God. 
The statue of Dagon, their false god, had fallen 
face-first before the ark of the Lord, then it was 
smashed into pieces. The message was clear: all will 
bow to the one true God, and nothing will stand 
before Him. Faced with this reality, the Philistines 
had to decide what they would do with this God. 
Their answer was to send the ark away out of fear 
instead of turning to the Lord in repentance. 

God’s power and holiness is indeed a barrier between 
sinful humanity and Himself; the Philistines 
were able to recognize this. But what they failed 
to understand is that God’s desire is not for His 
holiness to drive people away from Him but toward 
Him. Yes, our sin has created an uncrossable barrier 
between us, but it is only uncrossable from our side. 
He has made a way—the way—to be forgiven of our 
sin so that we no longer need to recoil in fear before 
His holiness. And that way was pictured in the very 
ark they sent away. The ark was God’s reminder 
that He was making a way for people to be restored 
into relationship with Him by Him approaching 
humanity, not the other way around. That way 
would be, of course, Christ Jesus. 

As Christians, how should we 
balance a healthy fear of holy God 
with knowing God is our loving Father 
who accepts us entirely in Christ? 

Day 3

1 Samuel  
5:1-12 
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The Philistines were pretty sure they needed to get 
rid of the ark from their presence, but they wanted 
to be completely sure. They wanted to know that if 
they removed the ark, they would also remove the 
plagues that had troubled them. So they devised an 
ingenious test. They hitched two untrained cows to 
the cart pulling the ark and placed their calves in a 
pen. Untrained cows would normally not be able 
to work together to pull a cart, and these milk cows 
would not be inclined to leave their calves behind. 
If the cows struggled to pull the cart, or turned 
toward the pen, which corralled their calves, the 
Philistines would know it was not the ark bringing 
trouble upon them. But if the cows pulled the cart 
down the road, they would know it was. When 
the cows indeed pulled the cart down the road, 
the Philistines knew for certain what had caused 
their troubles. 

Don’t miss this: God worked through unbelieving 
Philistines hitching cows to a cart. Why are we slow 
at times to believe that God is at work in our lives 
and wants us to know His will and His ways? 

In what way or ways might you 
have missed God at work in your 
life recently? 

Day 4

1 Samuel  
6:1-16 

The ark had made its way to Beth-shemesh, or 
rather, the Lord had brought it there. New location; 
same result. When seventy men looked in the ark 
(or this phrase may mean they looked at the ark), 
God struck them down. In some way, these men 
had treated that which was holy, the ark, as if it was 
profane. They failed to treat the ark of the Lord 
with reverence. Just as it was a mistake to view the 
ark as a talisman, viewing it as a normal everyday 
item was just as much of a mistake. And seventy 
men paid for their irreverence with their lives. 
Then, the rest of the town, just like the Philistines 
before, hurried to rid themselves of the ark and 
send it on its way. 

God is holy, and His holiness is not diminished 
in the slightest for His children—those who have 
trusted in Christ. Yes, our sins are forgiven. Yes, we 
have been given Christ’s righteousness. And yes, 
we are welcomed to approach God as our loving 
Father. But even still, we should never forget that 
we always come before a holy God. Let us be careful 
never to treat He who is holy as if He is profane. 

How might you tend to make a 
mistake in approaching God: too 
casually forgetting He is holy or 
too cautiously forgetting He is 
your Father?

Day 5

1 Samuel  
6:17-21 
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