
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

As the rest of events in the Book of Judges unfolded, 
we witness Israel’s slow fade from triumphant 
living to disobedient laziness. They had started 
so strong: the Israelites had sought the Lord’s 
direction and obeyed Him and because of this, 
they were triumphant over their enemies and they 
conquered the land. But it takes continuing faith 
and obedience, not one-time faith and obedience 
to live out God’s plan. Faith and obedience were 
not just necessary to enter the land and conquer 
it; they were just as necessary to live in the land 
and defend it. But instead, we encounter at least 
eight instances of disobedience in verses 21-36. 
Rather than believing and obeying, they decided to 
let their enemies remain in the land—in complete 
disobedience to God. At least eight times when 
God’s people rested from their faith in God, rather 
than resting in their faith in God. 

It’s tempting to wag our fingers at the Israelites, but 
we shouldn’t be so fast to do so. Instead, we should 
ask ourselves a question—a challenging one: are we 
any different? How prone are we to rest in a single 
act of faith or obedience? How often do we obey 
half-way? How many times do we see victories in 
our lives give way to defeat not because God has 
failed us, but because our faith has faltered?  

In what area of your life do you 
struggle to believe and obey? 

Day 1

Judges 1:1-36
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God may very well have a sense of humor—just 
look at the giraffe—but He does not joke around. 
God knew the Israelites well; they were part of His 
creation and He had made them His people. He 
had delivered them from slavery and returned them 
to the land He had first given to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. He had guided them in the conquest of 
that land, going before them in battle as a Warrior, 
and He had given them the victory. 

And all He expected in return was their allegiance. 
He had told them—many times—how to live and 
that the consequences of disobedience would be 
the removal of His presence and His power.

Over and over again, God had made a very direct 
connection between Israel’s obedience and victory 
over their enemies. So it should have been no 
surprise that when the Israelites failed to do what 
He had called them to do—when they disobeyed—
God  merely did what He said He would do: His 
presence and power were removed and Israel was 
defeated by their enemies.

The faithfulness of God extends not only to His 
love and mercy, but to the consequences of sin. The 
God who is so faithful to provide, is just as faithful 
to discipline. Israel should have known this, and we 
should too. 

How have you experienced God’s 
faithfulness in disciplining you for 
your disobedience?

Day 2

Judges 2:1-13

It’s captivating to watch a small fire burn. Whether 
at a campfire or a backyard hotdog roast, many 
of us enjoy sitting around, watching the fire start, 
grow, and burn away.

Judges 2:14 opens by describing the Lord’s anger 
burning against Israel. God’s anger didn’t spring 
up overnight. Like a campfire, it started slowly 
and grew through time, in proportion to Israel’s 
growing sinfulness. 

We’ll never be sinless in this life, but we can, and 
need to, be aware of our sin so we can deal with 
it early. In Christ, our sin is forgiven, but it is not 
without consequence, not without discipline from 
God. When we ask the Lord to show us our sin, He 
will, so we can know of our sin, repent of our sin, 
and bask in God’s grace and forgiveness that has 
quenched the flames.

When was the last time you invited 
God to reveal sin in your life? Why not 
do that right now?

Day 3

Judges 2:14-15
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There are words in Scripture that soothe and 
comfort us: “The Lord is my shepherd” (Ps. 23:1). “I 
am with you always,” (Matt. 28:20). “Find rest for 
your souls,” (Matt. 11:29). Then there are words in 
Scripture that provoke and unsettle us. Judges 2:17 
tells us that God’s chosen people “did not listen 
to their judges.” The reason these words should 
disturb us and drive us to reflection, is because they 
follow this statement: “The Lord raised up judges,” 
(Judg. 2:16). Israel refused to listen to the very ones 
God had sent to rescue them. They spurned God’s 
good gift. 

Who has God put into your life to speak truth to 
you? The obvious answers include pastors, mentors, 
and teachers. Sometimes, though, God speaks to us 
in a worship song, a morning devotional, a stranger, 
or even a child. God is still raising up people in our 
lives, but will we listen?

What might God be telling you 
through the people He has raised up 
and put into your life? 

Day 4

Judges 2:16-23

Sometimes when we are in the midst of a trial, we 
pray for God to show what we need to do to make 
it stop. What will bring the struggle to an end? But 
sometimes, God’s answer is, “nothing.” There is 
nothing we can do to end the trial; we will have to 
continue enduring it. Why is that?

Consider Judges 3:1-2 where it talks about the 
nations the Lord left in order to test all those in 
Israel who had experienced none of the wars in 
Canaan. This was to teach the future generations of 
the Israelites how to fight in battle, especially those 
who had not fought before.

Could it be that God allows us to sit in our trials 
and suffering at times because He is preparing us 
for something else? The best person to minister to 
the wounded is someone who has been wounded. 
So, when you experience intense pain, fear of the 
future, anxiety, sleepless nights, or other trials, 
ask God to help you remember what you’re going 
through. Don’t pray that it is put behind you; pray 
that it is remembered by you. Ask God to write it 
on your mind and your heart so that you will be 
ready to speak truth and empathy into another life 
when you find yourself safely on the other side, or 
even before.

Who has helped you through a 
struggle because they could relate 
with you? How can you help someone 
because of what you have faced, or 
are facing? 

Day 5

Judges 3:1-31
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