
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

The Midianites oppressed the Israelites and made 
life terrible for God’s people. They attacked them, 
destroyed their crops, stole their livestock, and laid 
waste to the land. And because of this, Israel was 
poverty-stricken (v. 6).

You might feel like an Israelite today, ambushed 
and decimated by your enemy. But we are wise 
to be sure we start with the very first verse in this 
passage when it says that Israel did what was evil in 
the Lord’s sight, and because of that, God handed 
them over.  

When adversity comes, as followers of God, 
we should seek His face and ask, “Lord, is this 
chastisement? Are you using this difficult situation 
right now to pull me back to You?” Not all pain 
is God’s discipline, but God’s discipline is often 
painful. And if what we are experiencing is His 
loving discipline, we need to know that, so that 
we can identify and repent of the sin we have 
committed, rest in His grace and mercy, and enjoy 
renewed fellowship with our God. 

For every sin in our lives, there is forgiveness and 
restoration and peace. But the first step is allowing 
our eyes to be opened, seeing the truth that only 
God can reveal.

Where in your past might God be 
pointing you back to unconfessed 
sin? 

Day 1

Judges 6:1-24
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We are called to stand for God and point others 
to the gospel. But sometimes, when we have an 
opportunity to do just this—to speak truth in our 
culture—we freeze. We don’t know what to say or 
perhaps how to say it, so we end up saying nothing. 
Or we take a careful approach, one where our risk is 
minimized, but so is the impact of the message we 
are called on to proclaim. Our bold verbalization of 
the truth becomes a quiet murmur lost in the static 
of the world in which we live. 

As believers, we must remember that we have taken 
off our old selves; we have been renewed in ours 
minds, and put on the new selves, according to God’s 
likeness (Eph. 4:22-23). We need to remember that 
the stand we take for God is not taken alone—the 
Holy Spirit is with us and empowers us—and that 
ours is not the first stand God’s people have taken. 

How has God positioned you to take 
a stand for Him in your community? 
What will you do this week to take 
such a stand? 

Day 2

Judges 6:25-40

The way that God whittled down Gideon’s army 
was far from random. First, He had Gideon send 
home all who were afraid. Fear is a deadly virus that 
can sweep through an army and destroy it before 
a single soldier steps onto the battlefield. Then, it 
seems that God further narrowed down the army 
based on who was wiser when it came to drinking 
water. The remaining force of three hundred men 
may have been small in number, but they were the 
bravest and wisest of Israel’s army. 

In much the same way, God has chosen “armies” 
for each of us—fellow believers to stand shoulder-
to-shoulder with us in life, no matter what may 
come our way. Who is in your army? Perhaps it is 
a parent, who has modeled the humble, sacrificial 
love of Christ. Perhaps it is a long-term friend who 
has shown you what faithfulness looks like. Perhaps 
it is the teacher or pastor who has demonstrated 
how important it is to understand and live out the 
gospel. 

God chose Gideon’s army; He chose yours, too. 
And just like Gideon’s, He knew exactly who you 
needed to go into battle with and speak strength 
into your heart. 

Who has God placed into your life as 
your army? When was the last time 
you thanked Him for them? When 
was the last time you thanked them 
for standing faithfully by you? 

Day 3

Judges 7:1-14
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We love transformations. From fixer-upper homes 
to total body makeovers to restaurant re-dos, we 
enjoy watching something not-so-great turn into 
something amazing. Gideon is one of the great 
transformations in Scripture. From a fearful, hiding 
thresher to a brave warrior; his story is a favorite 
because we see such drastic change.

Tucked into Judges 7:15 we discover what led to 
Gideon’s transformation—he heard the account of 
the dream and its interpretation. In other words, 
he had heard God’s Word, witnessed His powerful 
presence, and believed the truth. And that brought 
him to his knees in worship.

What we believe—the gospel—matters and it is 
designed by God to change us deeply and eternally. 

When was the last time you 
responded to God in spontaneous 
worship? How can you add more 
worship to your life? 

Day 4

Judges 7:15-25

The Bible does not gloss over truth. You may read 
Judges 8, turn up your nose and think, “This is it?!?! 
That’s how the story of Gideon ends?” Ephraim had 
gotten their feelings hurt because Gideon had not 
called them first. So Gideon disciplined some local 
leaders with thorns and briars and then killed them. 
He also built an idolatrous idol out of the spoils of 
war, and to top it all off, we see that he had seventy 
children because he had “many wives” and at least 
one concubine (Judg. 8:30). 

What happened? How did the story fall apart? 
It was such a great story of transformation—of 
faith—of God’s power at work, and then, the next 
thing we know, we are reading of Gideon crashing 
and burning in a wreck that we cannot help but 
stare at with our mouths agape. 

It’s not the ending we would expect, or pen if we 
were writing the story. We’d rather have more of 
a fairy-tale story, where Gideon lived in obedient 
faith, as did the rest of Israel.  

But Gideon’s story, like all the stories in Scripture, 
is true. And true stories don’t always end the way 
Hollywood stories end. Sometimes a victorious 
triumph is followed by sin. Sometimes a faithful 
act does not lead to a faithful life. 

What are some of the seasons of 
defeat in your life? How can you walk 
in freedom from the past?

Day 5

Judges 8:1-35
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