
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

We can learn much from Hannah here as she laid 
her soul bare before the Lord and whoever else 
happened to be worshiping near her. There was no 
plastic mask, no stiff upper lip, no façade. Only 
tears—many tears. Hannah was more concerned 
with presenting her pain before the Lord than 
presenting false strength before others. She was 
crushed in spirit. She was in great need. So she wept. 

What we need to realize is that the tears rolling 
down Hannah’s cheeks were not a sign of weakness, 
but rather strength. Each tear, each sob, and 
each gasp for breath in between was an evidence 
of Hannah’s recognition that being real and 
transparent before God is what matters. We might 
fool others, but we will never fool Him, so why 
try? It does no one good. Instead, God wants us to 
be real with Him and with others. When we do, 
we see how God meets us in our greatest times of 
need—in our greatest anguish—to provide mercy, 
grace, love, and comfort. And we show others that 
they are not alone in their pain and can, too, cry 
out to the Lord.

What are some ways that you might 
be wearing a mask before others, or 
perhaps even before God?

Day 1

1 Samuel 
1:1-18
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Hannah had carried the grief of not having a son for 
years (1:7), which makes it so surprising when she 
made good on her vow to dedicate Samuel and leave 
him to serve God with Eli. We would expect her to 
make such a vow when she was barren—attempting 
to bargain with God from such a place of weakness 
would lead most of us to make such a lofty promise. 
But then, when she cradled her son in her arms 
and nursed him, we would imagine her maternal 
instincts would have kicked into high gear, and the 
rationalization would have begun. 

“Why would God finally give me a son, for me to 
abandon him? Surely that is not what He wants.”

We imagine this because it is what we would have 
likely done. We’d likely cheer Hannah on had she 
made the decision to keep her son.  We might even 
want to see Hannah do this so that we might feel 
better. But that is not what we see. Instead, we see the 
shocking reality of Hannah following through on her 
promise and leaving her young son with Eli. Surely 
this was not easy for her. Surely she wept as she made 
her lonely journey home, her arms now empty. But 
what sustained Hannah was knowing God’s goodness 
to her had provided a son and that same goodness 
would sustain her as she gave God’s gift back to Him 
in worship. 

What gift from God might you be 
holding on to instead of giving it back 
to God in worship? Why?

Day 2

1 Samuel 
1:19-28

We are a curious people. We remember for years the 
most minor of slights against us but are amnesiacs 
when it comes to remembering God’s graciousness 
to us even five minutes ago. We major on the 
minors and minor on the majors so much of the 
time. Perhaps it is because deep down we believe we 
deserve God’s goodness to us, so it is easier for us to 
take it for granted. 

Notice, however, how Hannah began her prayer. 
After leaving her son in the care of Eli, she does 
not offer up a prayer of lament or a prayer seeking 
comfort from God. Instead, she offers an amazing 
prayer of praise—a prayer emanating from a 
rejoicing heart, rejoicing that was affixed not 
to Samuel, as we might expect, but to the Lord. 
Hannah rejoiced in the Lord because she did not 
take God’s goodness for granted. She had not 
forgotten how God had answered her prayer or 
how He had lifted her up. So now, she lifted Him 
up. Yes, Hannah also boasted in the victory over 
her enemies, but even that was not the foundation 
of her praise. God’s goodness was. And Hannah 
understood that God was just as good when she 
cradled Samuel in her arms as when she placed him 
in the care of Eli. 

How has God been good to you in 
recent days? Be as specific as possible 
and worship Him as He is due.

Day 3

1 Samuel  
2:1-11
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Generations before Eli, the Lord had commanded 
the Israelite parents to teach about Him and His 
ways to their children. (See Deut. 6:4-9.) Not 
long after, we saw how tragic failing to obey this 
command could be when an entire generation 
arose who did not know the Lord (Judg. 2:10), 
initiating the pattern of sin that plagued God’s 
people throughout the time of the judges. Now 
here, we see once more the danger of neglecting the 
primary ministry for anyone who is a parent. Eli 
was the priest, and yet his sons were wicked men 
who did not respect the Lord (v. 12). 

We are all accountable for our own sin and 
relationship with God. We cannot blame our 
parents for our rebellion against God any more 
than we can credit them for our salvation. Parents 
play a role, a key role, in our evangelism and 
discipleship and yet we are each accountable and 
will stand before God as such.  

How have the spiritual authorities 
in your life pointed you to Jesus over 
and over again? What are some ways 
you can express gratitude for their 
faithful service? 

Day 4

1 Samuel 
2:12-36

What we read in 1 Samuel 3:1 should sting: the 
word of the Lord was rare, and prophetic visions 
were not widespread. In other words, God was 
rather quiet, and that quietness was likely because 
of the sinful corruption of the people in that day—
namely Eli’s sons. God’s people held His words in 
contempt, so He gave them what they wanted—
less of them. 

We live in a day when God’s Word is abundant. 
Most of us have several copies of the Bible in 
our homes, in multiple translations. We have the 
Scriptures on our smartphones. We can access it on 
a number of free websites. And yet, perhaps we, 
too, hold God’s Word in contempt. No, surely not 
like Eli’s sons—we would never say we despise or 
reject God’s Word—but by our neglect of it. How 
many days go by without us cracking open any of 
the numerous copies of the Bible we have all around 
us? How often do we nibble on God’s Word rather 
than feasting on it? 

We may long for God audibly to break the silence 
in our lives and world, but our neglect of what 
He has spoken to us in His Word should cause us 
to tremble. 

What is your plan to spend regular 
quality time in God’s Word?

Day 5

1 Samuel 
3:1-21

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  14


