
Unit .10

Session .01

God Calls a 
Prophet

20 And in due time Hannah conceived and bore a 
son, and she called his name Samuel, for she said, “I 
have asked for him from the LORD.” ... 24 And when 
she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along 
with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of flour, and a 
skin of wine, and she brought him to the house of the 
LORD at Shiloh. And the child was young. 25 Then 
they slaughtered the bull, and they brought the child 
to Eli. 26 And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my 
lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your 
presence, praying to the LORD. 27 For this child I 
prayed, and the LORD has granted me my petition 
that I made to him. 28 Therefore I have lent him to the 
LORD. As long as he lives, he is lent to the LORD.” 
And he worshiped the LORD there. ... 1 And Hannah 
prayed and said, “My heart exults in the LORD; my 
horn is exalted in the LORD. My mouth derides my 
enemies, because I rejoice in your salvation. 2 There 
is none holy like the LORD: for there is none besides 
you; there is no rock like our God. ... 6 The LORD 
kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and 

raises up. 7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he 
brings low and he exalts. 8 He raises up the poor from 
the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap to make 
them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. For 
the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, and on them he 
has set the world. ... 15 Samuel lay until morning; then 
he opened the doors of the house of the LORD. And 
Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli 
called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, 
“Here I am.” 17 And Eli said, “What was it that he told 
you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you 
and more also if you hide anything from me of all that 
he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and 
hid nothing from him. And he said, “It is the LORD. 
Let him do what seems good to him.” 19 And Samuel 
grew, and the LORD was with him and let none of 
his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from 
Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as 
a prophet of the LORD. 21 And the LORD appeared 
again at Shiloh, for the LORD revealed himself to 
Samuel at Shiloh by the word of the LORD. 

Scripture

1 Sam. 1:20,24-28; 
2:1-2,6-8; 3:15-21
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Unit .10

Session .01

God Calls a 
Prophet

Intro Options

Option 1

While nothing is impossible for the Lord, we may be tempted to think from time to time some things 
might be beyond even God’s control. This might be the case as we experience difficult situations that 
are out of our control. Sure, we may do our best to help prevent bad stuff from happening or hedge 
ourselves from real pain and suffering, but eventually we are faced with the realization that ultimately, 
we aren’t in control. But while that may be true of us, God doesn’t have these same limitation. Nothing 
is beyond Him.

• What or whom do people often turn to when life feels beyond their 
control? 

In this session, we encounter Hannah, a woman in a difficult position with no hope in sight. When she 
came to her breaking point, she chose to go to the only One who could help her in the midst of her pain. 
The Lord responded and blessed her with a son who would one day become a great prophet for the Lord. 
His ministry would point forward to the greater Prophet to come—Jesus.

Option 2

What would happen if you didn’t talk with your friends, especially your best friend, for several days? 
Weeks? Months? 

Invite students to share about a time when a friend moved away or started going to a different school, 
and how not being able to spend as much time together affected the relationship. Point out that friends 
tend to grow apart when they stop spending time together.

• Why is it important to spend time with God every day?  

Distribute paper and pencils, then instruct students to write out their daily schedule. Discuss where 
students could fit time into this schedule to spend with God. 

• Do you have a regular time alone with God? Why or why not? 

Explain that spending time with God in His word helps us to grow closer to Him and understand His 
will for our lives.

 

Remember, this icon means there is a Leader 
Pack item that goes with the lesson. See 
Leader Pack for additional instructions.

Main Point:
God’s people are called 
to hear, obey, and share 
God’s Word with others. 
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As the time of the judges drew to a close, an Israelite named Elkanah, from Ephraim, had two wives: Hannah and 
Peninnah. Hannah was barren; Peninnah had children, yet she saw Hannah as her rival and provoked her over her 
barrenness, most likely jealous of Elkanah’s love for Hannah. 

Once, while Elkanah’s family was on their yearly journey to worship and sacrifice at the sanctuary in Shiloh, Hannah 
had had enough. Did she try to run away from her affliction? Did she lash out against her rival? No. She took her 
anguish and her resentment to the Lord in prayer, asking Him to take notice of her affliction and to bless her with a 
son (1:9-11,16). And the Lord listened. 

Read 1 Samuel 1:20,24-28.

• What must Hannah have believed about God to pray to Him under these 
circumstances?

Hannah’s joy and gratitude, coupled with her faithfulness, led her to fulfill her vow to the Lord. The Lord had 
answered her prayer, so she would make good on her promise to give her son to the Lord. In the custody of Eli at 
the sanctuary, Samuel would serve the Lord all the days of his life. This response by Hannah was one of worship to 
the Lord (1:26-28).

• How are you prone to view the gifts God gives to you?
 
 
     selfishly                   with indifference                   as precious                   with purpose

After Hannah fulfilled her promise to deliver Samuel, she broke out in a song of praise. 

Read 1 Samuel 2:1-2,6-8.

It is remarkable that Hannah’s focus was thanking God for His gift and praising Him for His sovereignty and 
greatness even as she was leaving Samuel with Eli. Surely her heart was breaking in the act of handing over her son, 
but she didn’t dwell on her sorrow. Her heart was so full of thankfulness and praise to God for the blessing Samuel 
was to her. Furthermore, maybe Hannah realized that the gift of her son was about more than just her. Perhaps she 
understood that her life and his life were ultimately about the glory of the Lord.

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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1 Samuel 1

12-14. When Hannah prayed years before in the sanctuary, Eli, the priest, saw her lips moving but heard no words. 
He mistook this as a sign of drunkenness and rebuked her for it (1:12-14). She earnestly and humbly explained to 
him that she was crying out to God because of her deep pain (1:15-16). Eli then responded with a simple blessing 
and hope that her request would be answered. So when Hannah returned to the sanctuary with her son, Samuel, she 
took joy in reminding Eli about her prayer and showing him the answer to her prayer standing with her. The Lord 
had given her the greatest gift her heart desired.

1 Samuel 2

1-8. Hannah’s song of praise would one day influence Mary’s “Magnificat,” her song praising God for sending His 
Son through her (Luke 1:46-55). Both Hannah and Mary found themselves praising God for the miraculous gift of a 
son when it was thought impossible. They both praised God for His greatness and strength and declared that He is the 
One who raises up the lowly to a place of honor and blessing. These two women are shining examples in Scripture, but 
Bible readers must note how quickly they emphasized their humanity, that they were lowly and needy. God uses the 
lowly and needy, not just the powerful, and He works mightily in and through them, and that includes us.

COMMENTARY

99 Essential Doctrines (p. 8, DDG)

Christ as Prophet
As one of His offices, Jesus fulfills the role of prophet: He alone is the ultimate 
teacher and has the words of eternal life (John 6:68). Jesus is also God’s ultimate 
revelation of Himself, the very Word of God (John 1:1).  

Main Point:
God’s people are called 
to hear, obey, and share 
God’s Word with others. 
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One night, while Samuel was lying down in the sanctuary, he heard a voice call his name. He assumed it was Eli and 
ran to see what he needed, but Eli sent him back to bed since he hadn’t called him. This happened two more times 
before Eli realized what was happening and instructed Samuel to tell the Lord he was ready to listen. Notice how it 
took three times for Samuel to realize that God was speaking to him. Verse 7 says that he didn’t yet know the Lord 
personally. The word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. But even though Samuel didn’t know God, he 
was growing in his understanding. After this night, his life would never be the same (1 Sam. 3:3-14). 

• Do you find yourself actively listening for God to speak through a sermon or 
Bible study you are attending? What are some things that might hinder us 
from listening?

• What are some ways we can prepare our hearts to receive God’s Word?

Samuel’s first word from God was a prophecy against the house of Eli. Eli’s home was a wreck. His two sons, who 
were next in line to become priests, were blaspheming God, and Eli was completely passive in his leadership. As a 
result, God’s judgment was going to be poured out on Eli’s household.

There are two ways to approach the word of God: to stand in judgment over it or to allow it to stand in authority 
over us. When we open the Bible, the posture of our hearts cannot be “I’ll let others decide if Your word is true or 
not.” No, our hearts must cry out, “It’s true!” Part of listening to God’s message and believing it is true is delivering 
it to others. This is what Samuel would do with boldness after hearing God speak.

Read 1 Samuel 3:15-21.

Imagine Samuel lying in his bed unable to go back to sleep after spending time with God. With human ears, Samuel 
heard the whisper of the Lord. Eli probably didn’t sleep much either, wondering what message God had for Samuel. 

Eli called for Samuel the next morning to find out what God had told him. Samuel told Eli everything. In this critical 
moment, Samuel walked in obedience to the word of the Lord. He chose to fear God rather than man. The ministry 
of Samuel for the rest of his days would be marked by this unwavering commitment to speak the truth to God’s 
people. His message continued to ring out through Israel. He grew to be a great prophet who would anoint both Saul 
and David as the first two kings of Israel. 

• When speaking the truth of God’s Word to others, why is it important to pay 
attention to our tone or the way we speak it?

Through the faithfulness of Samuel speaking God’s word, we see the shadow of the greater Prophet who would 
come—Jesus. Into the quiet, God would speak. Jesus would literally become “God’s Word with us.” His Word would 
be among His people so that we would know Him and He would be our God. Through Jesus, God would speak.

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 10, DDG)  Christ Connection
Samuel was the long-awaited son whom Hannah dedicated to God for His service. 
God was with Samuel, and he became a prophet who spoke the words God gave 
him to the people. John 1:1 says that Jesus is the Word, the long-awaited Son of 
God sent to show the world what God is like. 
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1 Samuel 3

1-10. In the opening verses of 1 Samuel 3 we learn that the word of the Lord was rare. This means that God was 
not speaking regularly to His people. The people would not obey God’s voice. So now, unable to hear the word of 
God, the people were in distress.

The word of the Lord was rare, but not for long. As our story continues, we see that God did not choose to speak to 
the cultural elite, a leader, or even a general, but instead to a boy.

11-14. Samuel’s surrogate family was less than ideal, marked by wickedness that God would not overlook. Eli’s two 
wayward sons, Hophni and Phinehas, took advantage of their position as priests at the sanctuary. Eli had expressed 
his misgivings about their sinful actions, but he did not stop them and allowed them to continue to despise the Lord. 
Some of the problems with his sons included: 

1) They ignored the rules of sacrifice. The Lord had given the priests specific portions of a sacrifice for their food, the 
breast and the right thigh, but Eli’s sons took whatever they could get. They also insisted on taking the fat, which was 
reserved for God alone, and they took it by force if needed. Plus, they required their portion raw instead of boiled, 
meaning they would eat the meat with the blood still in it, contrary to God’s law (1 Sam. 2:15-16; see Lev. 3:12-17; 
7:25-27,31-34). 

2) They committed sexual sin (1 Sam. 2:22). 

3) They ignored their father’s attempt to correct them (1 Sam. 2:23-25). 

Samuel, on the other hand, grew in stature and in favor with God and His people (1 Sam. 2:26). He knew who 
God was and faithfully served Him in the sanctuary, but he didn’t know the Lord personally at this point because he 
hadn’t heard from Him. Though Samuel lived in a time when a word from the Lord was rare, God would speak to 
this young man. 

COMMENTARY

(p. 10, DDG)  Christ Connection
Samuel was the long-awaited son whom Hannah dedicated to God for His service. 
God was with Samuel, and he became a prophet who spoke the words God gave 
him to the people. John 1:1 says that Jesus is the Word, the long-awaited Son of 
God sent to show the world what God is like. 

Main Point:
God’s people are called 
to hear, obey, and share 
God’s Word with others. 
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

Why is the Bible so important for us to have for knowing God?  

What are some truths about God we know only because of the Bible? 
 

Heart

When have you been open to receiving the Word of God only to find yourself convicted 
rather than comforted? How did you respond to the challenge of God’s Word? 

What kind of routine or activity helps you spend time in God’s Word?  

Hands

How can you prepare to be a voice of truth in a culture that desperately needs it?  

What are some practical ways you can be active in sharing the truth of God’s Word 
with others this week? 

Our Mission 
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Head

Imagine if we had no Bible. Without God’s Word, we would not know how the earth came to be or how evil entered 
our world. Without Scripture, we would not know what God is like or how we can live in relationship with Him. 
Without the Bible, we would not know right from wrong or why we exist in the first place. We know God because 
He has spoken to us. And yet, even today most of us have multiple copies of the Bible. The Word of God has never 
been more accessible, but are we listening to His voice?

Heart

Samuel was prepared to hear the word of God, even when it was very difficult. To sense how difficult this message 
was, let’s try to imagine ourselves in Samuel’s position. He had been unofficially “adopted” by Eli. Everything he 
knew about God came through the teaching of Eli. Now, Samuel, who loved Eli, was commissioned to pronounce 
judgment upon his house. Tough task for a young prophet!

We must be prepared to believe the Word of God in whatever it says. Whether the issues concern greed, the sanctity 
of human life, drunkenness, covetousness, pride, or any kind of immorality, God never apologizes for speaking truth, 
and neither should we. But just as the heart of God is good and patient and kind, so should the tone of our message 
be expressed in love. Our task is to humbly love people with the truth, not stand in judgment over them.

Hands

Like Samuel, we must also be prepared to share the truth of God’s message to those around us. There are people in our 
lives who do not understand sin and their need for a Savior, which is why sharing the message of the gospel that we 
have been entrusted with is so important. However, it is encouraging to know that even though we are commissioned 
to share God’s word with others, we are not called to share it in our own strength but by the empowering work 
of the Holy Spirit in our lives. May it be true of us that we would be a people eager to receive the Word of God! 
May we be a people who believe whatever God says. May we be a people prepared to deliver God’s message with 
empowered boldness.

Main Point:
God’s people are called 
to hear, obey, and share 
God’s Word with others. 
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