
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

David’s initial mistake was that he didn’t turn away 
from temptation but entertained it instead (v. 3). 
Then he made it possible to act on his temptation 
by calling for Bathsheba to be brought to him (v. 
4). Finally, at least in this initial part of David’s sin, 
he gave in to temptation and slept with her (v. 4). 
In this account, we see the truth of what James later 
wrote in James 1:14-15. David was enticed by his 
evil desire, allowed it to conceive, and it gave birth 
to sin,and, as we will see later, death. 

Many of us see David as a hero of Goliath 
proportions, which is why this account is so 
important. We need to remember that every person 
in Scripture—save Jesus—was a sinner in need of 
salvation. Even David, the giant-slayer. And thanks 
to God’s kindness, mercy, and grace, that salvation 
has been provided for people in Christ Jesus. 

What steps can you take to fight 
against temptation before it 
even begins? 

Day 1

2 Samuel 
11:1-5 
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It didn’t take long for things to go from bad to 
worse. Any hope David had of hiding his sin with 
Bathsheba evaporated when she sent word to him 
that she was pregnant.  

Once again, David had a choice to make: he could 
confess or seek a way to cover up his sin. Sadly, 
David chose the latter. His first attempt to cover 
his sin was to recall Uriah from the battlefield and 
encourage him to sleep with his wife. But that 
didn’t work because Uriah’s loyalty to his fellow 
troops, and by extension his king, prevented him 
from enjoying an evening with his wife while the 
battle waged on. 

After one failed cover-up attempt, David then took 
a more drastic approach. He ordered Joab to send 
Uriah into battle and then withdraw from him, 
leaving him to die and leaving David free to take 
Bathsheba as his wife. We need to be clear about this: 
David’s order led directly to Uriah’s death. David was 
a murderer. What began as perhaps a lingering look 
ended in murder. And in this, we see that there is 
truly no such thing as a “harmless little sin.” 

How have you experienced your 
attempts to cover-up instead of 
confessing sin lead to further sin or 
harm of yourself and others? What 
sins might you need to confess to 
God today?

Day 2

2 Samuel 
11:6-27 

By the time Nathan confronted David for his sins, a 
baby had been born, so it was at least nine months 
later. By this time David was surely confident his 
cover-up had worked, but Nathan would reveal it 
had not. As believers, we have been called on by 
God to confront the sins of one another (Luke 17:3; 
Gal. 6:1; 1 Tim. 5:20; Jas. 5:19-20), and Nathan 
offers a great model for doing so. It is one of great 
wisdom and courage.

Nathan began not by directly confronting David of 
his sin, but by helping him see the gravity of what 
he had done through a story of a wealthy man who 
had taken from a poor man. Having lured David in, 
Nathan sprung the trap by boldly declaring David 
was the cruel man in the story. Finally, after months of 
compounding and covering up sin, David confessed 
and repented. The desired outcome of Nathan’s 
confrontation had worked. In the same way, we 
should seek a balance of wisdom and courage in how 
we confront others, all while praying and hoping for 
confession, repentance, and reconciliation. 

Who might God be calling on you to 
confront in love?

Day 3

2 Samuel 
12:1-15 
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Nathan had told David that the son born through 
his sin with Bathsheba would die (v. 14). But that 
did not stop David from pleading with God for the 
child’s life. When David’s son became ill, David 
fasted and prayed to God for days. But when the 
child died, David got up, washed, anointed himself, 
changed clothes, and worshiped God. Afterwards 
he returned home and ate. 

When his servants saw this, they asked David about 
his behavior; they expected David to fast after the 
child had died, not before it. We need to notice 
something quite important about David’s response 
in verse 22. David did not plead with God that His 
actions were unfair. Neither did David attempt to 
barter with God for the life of his son. Instead, he 
threw himself on the mercy of God, recognizing 
that the Lord might be gracious to him. 

And in this we see an example of the proper posture 
for pleading with God. We don’t plead with God as 
some form of manipulation; we plead in humility, 
trusting in the character of God and ready to 
worship Him no matter the outcome.  

What are you pleading with God for 
today? What is your posture?

Day 4

2 Samuel 
12:16-25 

Sin and forgiveness form a direct relationship. The 
higher one goes, the higher the other must go. The 
lower one goes, the lower the other must go. If we 
fail to see the weight of our sin, we will never see the 
beauty of God’s forgiveness. Conversely, the more 
we understand the gravity of our sin, the more we 
will grasp the depth of God’s forgiveness to us in 
Christ. This was the point of Jesus’ parable of the 
unforgiving servant in Matthew 18:21-35. 

David penned Psalm 51 after Nathan’s confrontation 
of his sin. We see in the psalm that while David may 
have believed he had gotten away with his sins, they 
plagued him and destroyed his joy (v. 8,12,14). 
Nathan’s confrontation was surely difficult for 
David, and the resulting death of his son was 
painful, but through all of the anguish of sin and 
its consequences, God reminded His servant of the 
delight of grace. 

For those of us who have trusted in Christ, we too 
can experience the same. While we continue to sin 
and often face its consequences, we can always rest in 
the grace of God made known to us in Christ. As we 
grow in our understanding of the depth of our sin, 
we also grow in our understanding of the marvelous 
beauty of God’s grace. 

How have you experienced the 
depth of God’s forgiveness and 
grace recently?

Day 5

Psalm 
51:1-19 
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