
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

The first part of David’s dying words to Solomon 
was God-honoring and hopeful: Be strong and 
courageous (v. 2)—honor your obligations to the 
Lord and walk in His ways (v. 3)—walk faithfully 
before God, and there will always be one of your 
descendants on the throne of Israel (v. 4). But after 
that, things took a dark turn. Twice, David told 
Solomon to seek vengeance on David’s enemies. 

The two halves of David’s speech to Solomon reflect 
the two halves of David’s life: zealous and courageous 
in the first half (remember David and Goliath?); 
fallen and embittered in the second half (remember 
David and Bathsheba?). Sadly, this was a pattern 
Solomon would repeat in his own life as well. 

It has often been said that what matters is not how 
well you start, but how well you finish. We see the 
truth of this in David and Solomon’s lives. Wherever 
you are in your walk with God, you cannot go back 
and start over. The way you started and how you have 
lived until today are over. But you can still control is 
how well you will end. 

Has your heart for God diminished 
the longer you have walked with 
Him? If so, what needs to happen to 
restore your earlier zeal?

Day 1

1 Kings 
2:1-12 
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In this section, we continue to see the theme of 
contrasting Solomon’s request to God with the 
requests of other’s. Here, Adonijah made a selfish 
and transparent bid for power by asking for one of 
David’s wives to be given to him as a wife. In the 
ancient world, a new king’s power was validated 
when he took the wives of the former king. Adonijah’s 
request is not one merely to obtain a spouse—it was 
a brazen attempt to grasp the throne. 

We might miss this nuance, but Solomon didn’t. He 
saw through the power play, and Adonijah paid for 
it with his life. Again, note that Solomon did not 
ask God for anything self-serving when God invited 
him to ask for anything he desired (3:18). Solomon 
would have more than enough opportunities to 
be led astray by his wives later on in his reign (see 
1 Kings 11:1), but here, at the outset, he was more 
interested in displaying God’s justice to the people 
than he was in displaying his own power to them. 

What does the world see when they 
look at your life? Do you display your 
own ambitions, or do you display 
God’s character?

Day 2

1 Kings 
2:13-25 

Although the main point of this passage is Solomon’s 
request for wisdom, we also can see some early 
warning signs of the trouble to come. Verse 1 notes 
that Solomon made an alliance with Egypt. Egypt! 
The site of four hundred years of bondage for God’s 
people. God, speaking through the prophet Isaiah, 
described Egypt as “that splintered reed of a staff 
that will pierce the hand of anyone who grabs it 
and leans on it” (Isa. 36:6). 

Verse 1 goes on to say that Solomon sealed the 
alliance by marrying Pharaoh’s daughter. While 
forming alliances through marriage has long 
been a common practice among world powers, 
God explicitly forbade His people from marrying 
foreigners because of the danger of apostasy 
(Deut. 7:3-4). It wasn’t about mixing races but 
mixing faiths. This was the first of many foreign 
wives that would ultimately lead Solomon into 
idolatry (1 Kings 11:1-2). How sad that Solomon 
didn’t ask for wisdom before he made these two 
mistakes, although as we will see, even God’s gift of 
wisdom was not enough to overcome Solomon’s sin. 

When do you typically seek God’s 
wisdom—before or after you’ve 
already made up your mind? Why?

Day 3

1 Kings 
3:1-9 
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Solomon did two things in verse 15 that are 
important for all of us to remember. First, he 
acknowledged the One in authority above him by 
leaving Gibeon and offering sacrifices to the Lord 
in Jerusalem. Then, he honored those he was in 
authority over by holding a feast for his servants. 
Every leader has 360 degrees of accountability. Even 
the mightiest earthly ruler must acknowledge that 
his or her authority is given by God (Rom. 13:1) 
and that Jesus Christ is the ultimate authority. In 
Him, all things hold together (Col. 1:17).

But godly leaders must also remember that the 
same Jesus who has had everything placed under 
His feet (Eph. 1:22) was the One who washed the 
feet of His disciples (John 13). The same Jesus who 
said, “The Son of Man came not to be served, but 
to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many” 
(Mark 10:45). This is the model of leadership we 
are to follow. We are to be servant leaders who 
follow Christ Jesus in total dependency while 
simultaneously leading others in total humility. 

How do you treat the authorities 
above you? What about those you are 
in authority over?

Day 4

1 Kings 
3:10-15 

Solomon’s credibility as a ruler was established 
when he gave a wise ruling in the case of the two 
prostitutes. Let’s not overlook the fact that this 
was a difficult case! There were no witnesses. It was 
virtually impossible for anyone to know all the facts. 
And there was the added pressure of dismissing the 
needs of these two prostitutes because, after all, 
it’s not like they were important members of the 
community, right? 

Don’t forget that all these issues Solomon faced 
when trying to judge between the two women are 
issues that modern-day judges, police officers, and 
politicians have to make every single day. They 
are called upon to exercise wisdom and judgment 
often in the absence of facts and for the benefit of 
the poor and defenseless.  This is just one of many 
reasons we are commanded in the New Testament 
to pray for “kings and all those who are in authority” 
(1 Tim. 2:2). Leading with wisdom is hard! And 
without our prayer support, it may be impossible.

How can you pray for your local and 
national leaders today?

Day 5

1 Kings 
3:16-28 
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