
The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

When you compare Solomon building the temple 
to Moses building the tabernacle, one difference 
stands out: Moses built the tabernacle according 
to very specific instructions, spelled out in minute 
detail in Exodus 25–31. Moses followed the 
directions God had given to him to the letter 
(Ex. 36–40). In chapters 39–40, the phrase “just as 
the Lord commanded Moses” is used thirteen times. 

But while the description of the temple building 
is just as detailed in 1 Kings, they describe the 
completed temple; you won’t find God giving 
the blueprints for it anywhere. In fact, the only 
instructions from God are found in 1 Kings 6:12.

The specific design of the temple didn’t seem 
to matter to God as much as the condition of 
Solomon’s heart. Perhaps God was looking toward 
the day when there would be no temple building, 
but that our very bodies would be temples of His 
Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19-20). Temples that exist 
only because the gospel changed a person’s heart. 

When you gather with others to 
worship as a church, do you tend to 
be more concerned with the state of 
music, the state of the sermon, or the 
state of your heart? Why?

Day 1

1 Kings 
6:1-38 
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Some might disparage Solomon because he took 
almost twice as long to build his own house as he 
did to build the temple (thirteen years according 
to 1 Kings 7:1, compared to seven years in 
1 Kings 6:38). However, we have to be cautious in 
going further than the text itself does. First Kings 
doesn’t give any specific evaluation of this fact one 
way or the other. But after the exiles returned to 
Jerusalem, God rebuked them for “living in your 
paneled houses, while this house [the temple] lies in 
ruins” (Hag. 1:4). David, the man after God’s own 
heart, had also lamented that he lived in a cedar 
house while the ark of God sat in a tent (2 Sam. 7:2).

God does not condemn people for living in nice 
houses. But He always challenges us to seek first 
God’s kingdom and His righteousness (Matt. 6:33). 
The interruption of the account of the temple to 
describe Solomon’s palace may serve to highlight 
Solomon’s divided priorities, and if so, let it be a 
warning to us. Many of us enjoy prosperity beyond 
what most of the world can imagine. May we be a 
people who steward God’s provisions well, always 
using it for His glory and to advance His kingdom, 
not our own. 

In what ways might you need to 
seek first God’s kingdom and His 
righteousness rather than your own?

Day 2

1 Kings 
7:1-51 

Verse 9 emphatically states that nothing was in the 
ark except the two stone tablets that Moses had put 
in there at Horeb. While this seems to contradict 
Hebrews 9:4, which says the ark also contained 
a jar of manna and Aaron’s staff, the apparent 
contradiction can be cleared up by pointing out 
that the writer of Hebrews is referring to the 
tabernacle, not the temple (Heb. 9:2). Additionally, 
the jar of manna (Ex. 16:32-34) and Aaron’s staff 
(Num. 17:10-11) were to be placed before the ark, 
not inside it. 

The fact that the only in the ark were the stone 
tablets is illustrative of the preeminence of God’s 
Word. After all, it’s not called the “Ark of the 
Covenant and Manna and Staff.” God’s Word, and 
God’s Word alone, had a place in the ark. In the 
same way, God’s Word alone should be what we 
place in our hearts. It should be our sole source for 
understanding God’s will and work in our lives. 

In what ways do you hide God’s Word 
in your heart? If you do not, how can 
you start?

Day 3

1 Kings 
8:1-14 
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In Solomon’s prayer of dedication, he was, in many 
ways, fulfilling the role of the priest, making seven 
petitions to God on behalf of the people. He prayed 
for a man who sins against his neighbor, an army that 
is defeated, crops that fail, foreigners that call on God, 
and exiles that are dispersed. 

It was typically forbidden for the king to step into the 
role of a priest. Saul lost the kingdom after committing 
this offense (1 Sam. 13:10-13), and Uzziah was struck 
with leprosy for burning incense before the Lord 
(2 Chron. 26:18-19). But Solomon wasn’t making 
sacrifices for the people; he was interceding for them. 
Still, this is a good reminder that on this side of the 
cross, we have a better mediator than Solomon: the 
perfect prophet, priest, and king in Jesus. As our great 
High Priest, Jesus makes constant intercession for us, 
and we are invited to take all our petitions to Him 
(Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25).

What have you been holding back 
from taking to God that you can bring 
to Him through Christ today?

Day 4

1 Kings  
8:15-53 

After the temple was dedicated, the people of Israel 
feasted, but the celebration wasn’t confined to 
Jerusalem; it extended to all of Solomon’s empire 
(v. 65). The offering made during this multiple-day 
feast was staggering: 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep 
were sacrificed to the Lord. No wonder, then, that 
when the feast was over, the people went to their 
homes rejoicing (v. 66). The natural response to 
God’s extravagant blessing should be our extravagant 
worship, although no worship we might offer God 
should ever feel even satisfactory. 

When was the last time you worshiped God 
extravagantly? Don’t think of that merely as giving 
a large dollar amount as an offering. But when was 
the last time your worship went home with you? 
When have you experienced God’s extravagant 
blessing—which is made most known to us in the 
gospel—and were compelled to worship to such a 
degree that it could not be contained? May this be 
the regular posture of our hearts. May our worship 
not be contained to an hour or two as a gathered 
church or a single day. But may we worship in such 
a way that we cannot stop—that as we gather, our 
hearts overflow with gratitude, and as we scatter, we 
do so with hearts and lips overflowing with praise. 

What can you do this week to extend 
your worship beyond your worship 
gathering?

Day 5

1 Kings  
8:54-66 
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